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SUMMARY: 

 

On March 27, 2020, Special Operations Officer David Serrano #6912 and Officer  

 responded to assist Officer  and Officer ).  Officers 

and  were conducting a traffic stop on a Buick Century bearing  

license plate  at 5400 Olvera Avenue.  The Buick was occupied by the driver, , and 

the passenger, .  

 

Upon arrival of Officer Serrano and Officer ,  and , exited the Buick and ran.  Officers 

 and  ran after .  Officer  pursued  and Officer Serrano got back 

inside of his patrol vehicle and drove to the intersection of Los Angeles Place and Olvera Avenue.  

 

Officer Serrano witnessed  run along 500 Los Angeles Place.  Officer Serrano gave chase and was 

able to tackle  to the ground and place him under arrest by securing his wrists in handcuffs. Canine 

Officer was the first officer to locate and assist Officer Serrano.  Officer BWC captured 

Officer Serrano escorting  aggressively and  body collide with the front bumper/hood of a 

patrol SUV. Officer Serrano’s BWC was not in “Event Mode” during this contact.   

 

Southeastern Crime Suppression Team (CST) Officer’s  and ) arrived 

on scene as well.      

 

Officer Serrano issued citation #  to  for violating 148(a)(1) PC (Resisting/Delaying an 

officer in the performance of their duty) and 12500(a) VC (Driving without a valid  Driver’s 

License).   

 

The arrest was assigned to Special Operations Detective   Detective 

 submitted the case file to the City Attorney’s Office.  , the Deputy City Attorney in 

charge of issuing, requested the narrative from the San Diego Police Department’s Court Liaison Unit.   

The Court Liaison Unit reviewed the associated BWC footage with  arrest and notified Lt. 

 of the Special Operations Unit of the incident regarding Officer Serrano.  

 

The case was referred to the Professional Standards Unit (PSU) to review for criminal violations.  

Detective Sergeant Higdon #5057 and Detective Rzucidlo #6450 conducted the investigation and 

submitted their findings to the San Diego District Attorney’s Office. 

 

On September 17, 2020, Captain Holden, received a letter from the District Attorney’s Office declining to 

file charges against Officer Serrano for violation of Penal Code 149, Assault by a Peace Officer Without 

Lawful Necessity.   
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ALLEGATIONS: 

 

1. FORCE  
 

Officer Serrano used an unreasonable amount of force when executing the arrest of .  

 

2. PROCEDURE  

 

Officer Serrano did not complete a Blue Team entry after using force to execute the arrest of .  

 

3. PROCEDURE  

 

Officer Serrano failed to activate his BWC during an enforcement contact.  

 

4. PROCEDURE  

 

Officer Serrano failed to follow procedures for juvenile arrestees during the arrest of .   

 

5. COURTESY  

 

Officer Serrano was discourteous to .   
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 INVESTIGATION: 

 

On September 17, 2020, Internal Affairs Lieutenant Stephen Shebloski assigned me the case to be 

investigated.  I determined the date of this incident was March 27, 2020.  This was case brought to Lt. 

Shebloski’s attention by Lt. of the Special Operations Unit during the week of June 1, 

2020.  Lt. informed Lt. Shebloski that Sergeant  of the Court Liasion Unit had 

informed him the City Attorney’s office had concerns related to this case.  The case was tolled on June 6, 

2020, as it was being investigated criminally.  I determined on September 17, 2020, the criminal 

investigation concluded when the District Attorney’s Office formally declined to file charges in this case.  

The case was un-tolled on September 17, 2020. The one year date for this incident in regards to Officer 

Serrano, including the tolled period of 103 days in which it was under criminal investigation, is 

September 8, 2021. The one year date of the incident for all of the other officers included is May 31, 

2021.  
 

I was provided with a copy of the PSU investigation conducted by Detective Sergeant Higdon and 

Detective Rzucidlo.  The PSU investigation contained:  

 

 Case Synopsis 

 Officer Serrano’s HR Data Sheet 

 Event Printouts for Event #E20030044563 

 Officer Reports for Event #E20030044563 

  8-19-2002 Criminal History 

 BWC Reports (Canine Officer  and Officer ) 

 Officer s Interview 

 Officer  Interview 

 Officer  Interview 

 Audio Radio Transmission’s:  and  

 

I additionally printed out: 

 Special Operations Unit 2nd watch line-up 

 Southeastern Division’s CST line-up 

 BWC Audit of Officer Serrano, Officer , Officer , Officer , Officer 

, Officer , and Officer   

 

I obtained a photo copy of citation #  from our Records Division.  

 

On October 2, 2020, I began reviewing the above listed documents and BWC videos.  I observed the 

following: 
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According to Officer Serrano’s BWC audit, his camera was powered “on” either just before the 

foot pursuit or during the foot pursuit and the BWC button to activate the camera into “Event 

Mode” was never touched.  
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All interviews were audio recorded, unless otherwise noted, and the recordings will be maintained 

with the Internal Affairs file. The statements are “in essence” synopses of the interviews.  (For exact 

and complete details of the interviews, refer to the audio recordings.) 
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Complainant Interview:  

 

 had a warrant for his arrest during the time of the investigation.   was absconding from 

justice.   I was not able to speak with . 
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Others Contacted Interview: Sergeant  

 

On February 11, 2021, at 1009 hours, I interviewed Sergeant over the phone.  I asked Sergeant 

 how his unit became aware of the incident and their handling of the information.  The following is 

an “in-essence” statement of the interview.  (For exact complete details of the interview, refer to the audio 

recording.) 

 

I am the sergeant of the court liaison unit.  I was made aware of this incident by my officer, 

Officer .  Officer  was contacted by the City Attorney’s Office requesting a 

BWC video from Officer Serrano.  Officer  couldn’t find a video from Officer Serrano and 

notified me.  I therefore notified Lieutenant of the SOU unit.  

 

I have not had any further dealings with the case.  

 

The interview concluded at 1012 hours.  
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Others Contacted Interview: Officer  

 

On February 11, 2021, at 1014 hours, I interviewed Officer  over the phone.  I asked Officer  

how he became aware of the incident and his handling of the information.  The following is an “in-

essence” statement of the interview.  (For exact complete details of the interview, refer to the audio 

recording.) 

 

I work as a court liaison.  I received request from the City Attorney’s Office requesting BWC 

videos for the incident they provided.  When I looked it up on I only located 

one video and it was a canine officers (Officer ).   

 

By viewing that BWC video, I noticed more officers were present but there were no other videos 

that I located.  I used the department roster for SOU because they don’t show up on the incident 

printout.  

 

While I viewed the canine officers BWC I noticed an officer had a prisoner, in handcuffs that was 

on the ground.  I witnessed the officer pick up the prisoner and “push” him onto the hood of the 

canine officer’s car.  I saw the officer pointing at the prisoner and saying something but I could 

not understand what was being said.  

 

The officer then pulled of the prisoner off of the hood and escorted him away.   

 

I thought the force was excessive, so I notified Sergeant  of what I witnessed. Sergeant 

 than made his own notifications.  

 

The interview ended at 1020 hours. 
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Witness Officer Interview:  Officer  

 

On November 5, 2020, at 0954 hours, IA Detective Sergeant Jesus Sanchez #5560 and I interviewed 

Officer  in the Internal Affairs interview room.  I asked Officer  what he 

witnessed and his interpretation of Officer Serrano’s conduct.  The following is an “in-essence” statement 

of the interview.  (For exact and complete details of the interview, refer to the audio recording.) 

 

I have been employed with the San Diego Police Department for 7 years.  I have been assigned to 

the canine unit for the last year and half.  Being a canine officer I provide support to patrol officers 

and specialized or proactive units with radio calls.  The majority of our services are to respond to 

radio calls as a means to deescalate situations and prevent officers or the public from getting 

injured.    

 

I was working on March 27, 2020, and responded to event #20030044563.  I choose to listen to 

the  frequency along all of the other patrol commands frequencies.  The SOU unit 

works city wide and have a high likelihood of getting into a foot or vehicle pursuits with a felon or 

someone with a weapon.  That is something a canine unit would help with.  I also know there is a 

chance they’re going to be involved in a critical incident that would not be broadcasted over the 

main frequency right away.  

 

During this event I was in the area when the traffic stop and foot pursuit was occurred.  I heard 

Officer Serrano broadcast he was with one subject and it sounded like he was alone so I went to 

help him.  I knew this was an “enforcement contact” so I knew to activate my BWC, which I did.  

 

When I arrived on scene, I observed Officer Serrano, who I know from my patrol time working at 

Southeastern Division with him, take  into custody.  Officer Serrano appeared to be 

handcuffing  or had just finished handcuffed .  I don’t remember hearing Officer 

Serrano yell or say anything to  at the time I was exiting my patrol vehicle.  

 

I think Officer Serrano picked or assisted  up by his arms.  I remember  was laying on 

his stomach, on the ground.  I do not recall seeing Officer Serrano grab ahold of  pants while 

he was picking or assisting  up.  I do remember Officer Serrano having grasped  arm.  

 

After  was on his feet, Officer Serrano maneuvered  toward my patrol vehicle.   

collided with the front of it and appeared Officer Serrano perhaps lost his balance as well because 

it appeared his body weight fell into the vehicle.  I was not actively “hands on” with  when 

they collided into the front of my vehicle, so it is hard for me to tell if  tripped or was pushed 

into the vehicle.  On my BWC it appeared Officer Serrano either guided or pushed  into my 

patrol vehicle.   I could not tell if  was trying to pull away, tripping, or if Officer Serrano 

was tripping over . I really don’t know.  
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When  collided with the front of my patrol vehicle, I think  said, “Ouch” or made some 

sort of noise.  Officer Serrano told  he was disappointed in him. That stuck out to me.  

 

I saw Officer Serrano had his hand on the back of  neck.  I was not in the position to see if 

he had grasped  neck, but he definitely had his hand there. I don’t know if he had his hand 

there to keep  from coming off of the patrol vehicle or prevent from moving.  I 

could not tell if he was “grasping”  neck.  

 

I did notice that while Officer Serrano was escorting  to either his patrol vehicle or another 

SOU vehicle down the street, Officer Serrano still had his hand on  neck.  I don’t know if 

he was grasping  neck though or if he was guiding him that way.  When I got a little bit 

closer and saw this going on it was surprise to me because I know Officer Serrano and this is not 

the way he normally acts.   

 

I did not hear Officer Serrano yell at  to shut up.  I do remember there being some words 

being exchanged between the two of them.  I don’t know what specifically was being said.  

 

Officer Serrano may have asked for me to pick up the property that was on the ground which was 

a BWC, I’m assuming was his, and a cell phone. I was in the process of picking it up I think when 

he may have asked.  I think that was the reason I was so far behind when Officer Serrano escorted 

 to the other patrol vehicle.  I was at least half a block behind them from what I recall.  

 

When I caught up to Officer Serrano and , I thought the interaction was “odd.” I already 

knew this interaction was “odd” compared to how I know Officer Serrano and the way he treated 

the public in southeast.  I could see Officer Serrano was upset and the fact he told  he was 

disappointed in him lead me to believe there was more of  relationship then simply Officer Serrano 

arresting a suspect from a foot pursuit. 

 

I ultimately walked back to them to make sure they were each “okay.”  I also wanted to make sure 

nothing escalated further and if there was a personal element to this I could calm it down.   

 

On the BWC camera it looks bad.  He was yelling at a subject he just took into custody, with a use 

of force.  I spoke with Officer Serrano after the fact about the way his actions looked on camera.  

After I showed him my BWC footage, he explained to me his relationship  and I understood 

more why he reacted the way he did because of his connection to .  Officer Serrano knew 

 from the Gang Intervention Units – Boxing Club.   was someone that Officer Serrano 

has been trying to help.  It put it more into perspective because I know from my personal 

experience of helping with mentoring programs and seeing someone you developed a relationship 

with and tried to guide down a correct path and they continued to get into trouble because of their 

own doings. I can understand why Officer Serrano acted the way he did. 
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I think Officer Serrano’s actions could be debated as to if they would bring the department into 

disrepute.  A video going viral could show an officer being rude to a kid but others may say that 

those officers were really upfront and “straight” with the kid and explained why they were 

disappointed in him.  I’d like to think a bystander could hopefully see the more personal aspect of 

this and that it is not some use of force.  I think the situation could go either way.  

 

In hindsight I do think Officer Serrano’s actions were appropriate for the situation.  I think 

sometimes the kids that live in Southeastern Division need to be held accountable, strict with 

them, and told when they are disappointing someone.    

 

I do not think Officer Serrano’s conduct need to be reported especially after learning the backstory 

to their relationship.  I did not come up to a scene and witness an officer using unnecessary force 

on a subject.  I saw an officer with a personal relationship to the subject, who was angry, and told 

the subject he was disappointed in him.  

 

The interview concluded at 1011 hours.  
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Subject Officer Interview:  Officer  

 

On October 28, 2020, at 0555 hours, Sergeant Yesi Quintos #5635 and I interviewed Officer  

 in the Internal Affairs interview room.  I asked Officer  questions regarding his 

activation of his BWC and his perception of Officer Serrano’s conduct during the incident. POA Attorney 

Ed Southcott was present as Officer  legal representative.  

 

I read the Administrative Admonishment for Sworn Personnel and Officer  stated he would answer 

all questions truthfully.  The following is an “in-essence” statement of the interview.  (For exact and 

complete details of the interview, refer to the audio recording.) 

 

I have been employed with the San Diego Police Department for seven and half years.  I have 

been assigned to Southeastern Division for three and half years.  During this incident on March 

27, 2020. I was assigned to Southeastern Division’s Crime Suppression Team (CST). 

 

Commonly on CST, I monitor  and , which is how I became aware of this 

specific incident.  I believe we were responding to a “traffic stop” that turned into a foot pursuit.  

This is an enforcement contact and is a mandatory recording per Department Procedure 1.49.  

 

I have a BWC issued to me.  I was trained on how to use it and when to activate it. I should have 

activated it earlier but I was in the passenger seat and was concentrating on navigating us to the 

scene as quickly as possible.  By the time we arrived and I was out of the car I realized I needed to 

turn on my BWC and that was when I activated it into “event mode.” 

 

When I arrived on scene I saw, Officer Serrano already had  detained.   was 

handcuffed, lying on the ground on his stomach, and in the street.  I did not have a good view but 

it looked like Officer Serrano assisted  to his feet by his arm.   

 

I never saw  make contact with the vehicle.  From my angle it looked like  lost his 

balance and fell forward.  I saw on the video that Officer Serrano grasped  by the back of his 

neck.  I do not recall if Officer Serrano escorted  in the same manner with his hand grasping 

onto the back of  neck.  

 

I remember Officer Serrano telling  something along the lines of, “I’m so disappointed in 

you.”  I do not remember hearing Officer Serrano tell  to shut up.  

 

(Sergeant Quinto and I asked Officer  questions about his interpretation of Officer 

Serrano’s conduct.)  

 

When we arrived I didn’t know really what was occurring because we got there somewhat “after 

the fact.”  I know there was a gun outstanding but I didn’t know why Officer Serrano was acting 



CONFIDENTIAL – DO NOT DUPLICATE 
Investigator’s Report 

Internal Investigation I.A. #2020-0367 

Page 34 

 

 

 

Reporting Officer: Timothy Radtke, Sergeant ID: 6554 Division Internal Affairs 

Approved by: Stephen Shebloski, Lieutenant Date of Report: February 11, 2021 
 

the way he was.  Officer Serrano looked clearly upset or angry during the situation but I was not 

sure why. Officer Serrano yelled at  but I did not see Officer Serrano overtly be physically 

aggressive with .  To me it looked like  was not walking and Officer Serrano was 

somewhat “pulling”  along to “encourage”  to move.   

 

I don’t know what upset Officer Serrano.  I did not see any conduct exhibited by Officer Serrano 

that should have been reported.  

 

The interview concluded at 0606 hours.   
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Subject Officer Interview:  Officer  

 

On October 28, 2020, at 1157 hours, Sergeant Yesi Quintos #5635 and I interviewed Officer   

 in the Internal Affairs interview room.  I asked Officer  questions regarding his activation of 

his BWC and his view of Officer Serrano’s conduct during the incident. POA Attorney Ed Southcott was 

present as Officer  legal representative.  

 

I read the Administrative Admonishment for Sworn Personnel and Officer stated he would answer 

all questions truthfully.  The following is an “in-essence” statement of the interview.  (For exact and 

complete details of the interview, refer to the audio recording.) 

 

 I have been employed by the San Diego Police Department for five and half years.  I was assigned 

to Southeastern Division during this incident. I have worked at Southeastern Division for about 

four and half years.  At the time of this incident I was assigned to the Crime Suppression Team 

(CST). 

 

I was working on March 27, 2020 and responded to event #20030044563 at 5500 Olvera Ave and 

500 Los Angeles Place.  My partner (Officer ) and I were in the area of the traffic pursuit 

that SOU (Special Operations Unit) was involved in with multiple subjects.  We commonly 

monitor  and , which are the frequencies utilized by SOU.   

 

At the time of the incident I was not sure what was going on.  I did not know the details 

surrounding the incident whether it was an enforcement contact or not. I don’t know if the SOU 

officer already made the traffic stop and the subjects ran from them or if SOU was trying to make 

a stop. I didn’t have any of that information.   

 

At one point an officer said they were in foot pursuit and we went to cover them. I do think a foot 

pursuit is an enforcement contact.   

 

I am issued a BWC and I have been trained on how to use it and when to activate it into “Event 

Mode.”  Enforcement contacts are a mandatory recording set forth in the Department Procedure 

1.49.  

 

I do not have a BWC recording regarding this incident because I remember we were very close to 

the area it was occurring in.  We heard someone was in foot pursuit.  The street that was 

broadcasted was Los Angeles Place, I believe. I knew we were close but I didn’t know how to get 

there.   

 

Officer was the passenger and he was attempting to locate the address and so was I, as I 

was driving.  In this situation, where an officer’s safety is paramount, my mindset was to find the 
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officer to provide any help he may need.  The first thing that came to my mind was officer safety, 

not to turn on my BWC.   

 

When I arrived on scene, the subject was already detained and in handcuffs.  I do not remember if 

Officer Serrano had  on the ground or standing.  There did not appear to be any further 

enforcement occurring so there was no reason for me to turn on my camera.  Officer Serrano was 

escorting the subject and we still didn’t really know what happened at that point.  We didn’t know 

if the person detained was under arrest, if so what for, or if they were only detained.  Officer 

Serrano did not advise us of what was occurred.   

 

Officer  and Officer  asked Officer Serrano if he needed assistance and Officer 

Serrano said no.  Therefore I got back inside the patrol vehicle and left the scene.  

 

Our policy states that we are to turn on our BWC for a contact that has the potential to turn into an 

“enforcement contact.”   

 

I do not recall  making contact with a patrol vehicle, whether tripping or being pushed.  I do 

recall Officer Serrano escorting , as we are trained to by the arm.  I remember Officer 

Serrano told  he was disappointed in him in a scolding type of voice.  I don’t remember 

hearing Officer Serrano tell  to, “Shut up.”  Officer  told me later on in the week that 

he spoke with Officer Serrano and Officer Serrano informed him that he, a “mentor” to  

through a community outreach program.  

 

I don’t believe that Officer Serrano’s conduct would have made the department look bad in the 

eyes of the public.  I do not feel that any of Officer Serrano’s actions or conduct was needed to be 

reported as “misconduct.”  

 

This incident occurred about 7 months ago so my recollection of the incident is not the best.  

 

The interview concluded at 1211 hours.  
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Subject Officer Interview:  Officer  

 

On October 30, 2020, at 1401 hours, IA Detective Sergeant Robert Davis #6781 and I interviewed Officer 

 in the Internal Affairs interview room.  I asked Officer  questions regarding his 

activation of his BWC and his view of Officer Serrano’s conduct during the incident. POA Attorney Amy 

Margolies was present as Officer  legal representative.  

 

I read the Administrative Admonishment for Sworn Personnel and Officer  stated he would answer 

all questions truthfully.  The following is an “in-essence” statement of the interview.  (For exact and 

complete details of the interview, refer to the audio recording.) 

 

I have been employed with the San Diego Police Department for 11 years.  I have been assigned to 

the Special Operations Unit for 4 years.  

 

I was working and I do remember event #20030044563 that occurred on March 27, 2020 

regarding the traffic stop at 5500 Olvera Avenue that turned into a foot pursuit.   

 

The incident started when SOU was working saturation patrol in the area of “Lincoln Park.”  

Undercover detectives located a vehicle to conduct a traffic stop on for a limit line violation.  

Officer  and Officer  were positioned as the primary unit to conduct the 

traffic stop on the vehicle.  Officer Serrano and I happened to come upon the stop and were 

positioned to be the cover unit.  Officer Serrano was the driver and I was the passenger.   

 

As we positioned ourselves behind Officer  and Officer , they already 

activated their overhead lights and as the vehicle appeared to be yielding on Olvera Avenue, I saw 

a young black male exit the passenger door and start to run.  He ran along a side street called San 

Onofre Terrace.  I immediately exited our patrol vehicle and proceeded to run towards the vehicle.  

I did notice the driver got out and started to run as well. 

 

Officer  chased after the passenger.  I was way behind as I was tried to get out of my 

patrol car, air the radio traffic, clear the car, and then chase Officer  because I could no 

longer see the suspect.  I broadcasted the traffic that Officer  couldn’t.  Officer 

 ultimately caught the suspect and took him into custody.   

 

This was an enforcement contact.  I am assigned a BWC.  I was trained on how to operate it and 

when to activate it into “Event Mode.”  An enforcement contact is a mandatory recording.  The 

reason I do not have a BWC recording is because of the circumstances of the traffic stop, it 

quickly evolved, and was not a standard stop where the occupants stayed in the vehicle.  As we 

approached the occupants got out and ran while the vehicle was still moving.  There was an 

exigency to get of the car and it was no longer a “routine stop.”  As I tried to broadcast radio 

traffic, open my door, find my feet, and pursue after Officer , it did not ever occur to 
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me that my BWC was not recording.  It was not a conscious decision, it is just something that 

happened.  I can’t remember if I turned it on or not.  At the end, when you see a green light 

flashing, your heart sinks because up until that point I acted and assumed my BWC was on, and 

then finding out the repercussions of being human and knowing I made an error in a quickly 

evolving situation.  It was definitely gut wrenching in that moment.  

 

By  fleeing from the traffic stop while the vehicle was still moving is very 

unorthodox.   fled for a reason.  Later there was masks, handgun magazines, full face 

coverings with the eyes cut out found in the trunk of the car.  They definitely fled from something.  

They not only put the officers at risk but also the safety of the public.   

 

This also caused for the radio frequencies to become “patched” resulting in units from 

Southeastern Division to drive lights and sirens along with the SOU units.  They drove fast in a 

residential area.  The suspect’s actions were a threat to the officers and the public.   

 

I do not feel like there was a safe time to turn my BWC into event mode.  I was running and aired 

most of the radio traffic for the foot pursuit of . I was in a sprint trying to catch up the entire 

time.  We ran a long distance.  So by the time  was taken into custody and I stopped 

running, I felt it was finally safe to turn my BWC on but there was no more reasoning to turn it on 

since was placed inside of a police vehicle.   

 

Once other officer’s arrived I walked the path we ran to check for any evidence that was discarded 

by .   

 

When I got back to our patrol vehicle, I saw Officer Serrano was at our car with the driver of the 

suspect vehicle, .  Officer Serrano issued  a citation and when he released 

, Officer Serrano gave  a semi hug.  I did not see any misconduct from Officer 

Serrano. 

 

The interview concluded at 1418 hours.  
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Subject Officer Interview:  Officer    

 

On October 30, 2020, at 1401 hours, IA Detective Sergeant Robert Davis #6781 and I interviewed Officer 

 in the Internal Affairs interview room.  I asked Officer  questions 

regarding his activation of his BWC and his view of Officer Serrano’s conduct during the incident. POA 

Attorney Amy Margolies was present as Officer  legal representative.  

 

I read the Administrative Admonishment for Sworn Personnel and Officer  stated he would 

answer all questions truthfully.  The following is an “in-essence” statement of the interview.  (For exact 

and complete details of the interview, refer to the audio recording.) 

 

I have been employed with the San Diego Police Department for 15 years.  I have been assigned to 

the Special Operations Unit (SOU) for 8 years.   

 

I was working and I do remember event #20030044563 that occurred on March 27, 2020 

regarding the traffic stop at 5500 Olvera Avenue that turned into a foot pursuit.   

 

I believe the incident began when a detective saw the suspect vehicle in the area of 5000 Logan 

Avenue.  That area recently had a homicide and we were assigned to saturation patrol there in 

response to the recent violence.  That area is also a well-known “Lincoln Park” hangout and 

Lincoln Park gang has been in a decade long “war” with members of the “Skyline Piru” gang.  

 

The detective saw the vehicle driven by  drive in the area and broadcasted its 

description.  Officer  and I were in the area and witnessed the vehicle commit a limit 

line violation and “run the stop sign” at Olvera Avenue and San Jacinto Drive.  That was when we 

were going to conduct the traffic stop.  

 

I do consider this traffic stop to be an enforcement contact.  I am issued a BWC.  I was trained on 

how to operate it and when to activate it into “Event Mode.”  I do know that an enforcement 

contact is a mandatory recording.   

 

I attempted to activate my BWC prior to initiating the traffic stop.  I believed it was turned on at 

the start of the traffic stop and prior to conducting the stop.  It wasn’t until after the contact and I 

went to turn off my BWC that I saw the green light was still flashing when I realized it was never 

activated.  I have had problems with that BWC in the past. I have since replaced it and gotten a 

new one.   

 

I believe there was at least one other time I went to turn on my BWC and it did not activate.  I 

thought that I documented it but I was unable to locate that exact incident.  I brought with me a 

printout of my previous Officer Daily Journals (ODJ) where I documented malfunctions with my 

BWC.  On June 25, 2020 I documented that my BWC died early in the shift and charged it from 
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Subject Officer Interview:  Officer   

 

On November 12, 2020, at 1353 hours, IA Detective Sergeant Quintos #5635 and I interviewed Officer 

 in the Internal Affairs interview room.  I asked Officer  questions regarding his 

operation of his BWC during the incident. FOP Attorney Donovan Jacobs was present as Officer  

legal representative.  

 

I read the Administrative Admonishment for Sworn Personnel and Officer  stated he would answer 

all questions truthfully.  The following is an “in-essence” statement of the interview.  (For exact and 

complete details of the interview, refer to the audio recording.) 

 

I have been employed with the San Diego Police Department for 14 years and assigned to the 

Special Operations Unit for the last 8 years.   

 

I was working on March 27, 2020 and responded to event #20030044563 at 5500 Olvera Avenue.  

The incident started as a “proactive traffic stop” initiated by other officers of the Special 

Operations Unit. My partner and I responded to assist with traffic stop.  A traffic stop is 

considered an enforcement contact.  

 

I am issued a BWC and I have received training on how to operate it and when to activate it into 

“Event Mode.”  Enforcement contacts and searches are considered a mandatory recording. 

 

When I arrived on scene, I proceeded to search the adjacent property for any evidence or 

contraband that could have been thrown during the foot pursuit. I was retracing the route the 

suspect ran and the properties adjacent to it. I did not locate any evidence.  

 

I turned my BWC off while searching the adjacent property because at the time the information 

that was being shared over the radio was sensitive in nature regarding  social media 

postings containing firearms. I felt that it was better for me to have my camera off to avoid any 

exposure of the intelligence that may negatively effect any confidential informants or the 

investigations.  

 

The interview conclude at 1400 hours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONFIDENTIAL – DO NOT DUPLICATE 
Investigator’s Report 

Internal Investigation I.A. #2020-0367 

Page 43 

 

 

 

Reporting Officer: Timothy Radtke, Sergeant ID: 6554 Division Internal Affairs 

Approved by: Stephen Shebloski, Lieutenant Date of Report: February 11, 2021 
 

Subject Officer Interview:  Officer   

 

On November 12, 2020, at 1429 hours, IA Detective Sergeant Quintos #5635 and I interviewed Officer 

 in the Internal Affairs interview room.  I asked Officer  questions 

regarding his operation of his BWC during the incident. POA Attorney Amy Margolies was present as 

Officer  legal representative.  

 

I read the Administrative Admonishment for Sworn Personnel and Officer  stated he would 

answer all questions truthfully.  The following is an “in-essence” statement of the interview.  (For exact 

and complete details of the interview, refer to the audio recording.) 

 

I have been employed with the San Diego Police Department for 14 years and assigned to the 

Special Operations Unit for the last 4 years.   

 

I was working on March 27, 2020 and responded to event #20030044563 at 5500 Olvera Avenue.  

The Special Operations Unit was assigned to work that specific area due to recent violence in the 

area.  This specific traffic stop was initiated when detectives spotted it in the area and directed us 

to conduct a traffic stop on it.  A traffic stop is considered an enforcement contact.  

 

I am issued a BWC and I have received training on how to operate it and when to activate it into 

“Event Mode.”  Enforcement contacts are considered a mandatory recording but searches are not 

to my understanding.  

 

As a general practice when we conduct a traffic stop the decision to make the stop is determined 

when we activate the overhead lights.  In this instance, I was riding passenger I was manipulating 

the radio just prior to Officer  activating our lights. I believe I had the radio in one hand 

and manipulating the seatbelt in my other hand. In this particular instance, the passenger jumped 

out and proceeded to run before the car came to a stop.  I got out and proceeded to chase by 

passengers. I didn’t have a chance to activate it prior to getting out of my patrol vehicle.  

 

After I took  into custody, I searched the female’s car where I last saw  walking 

from.  During the search other officers began to arrive at the scene and we started to discuss Intel 

that led us to the stop, in particular the “gang sect”  and  belong too.  So 

in order to protect possible informants or ongoing investigations I turned my BWC off.  I finished 

searching the female’s vehicle with her consent without activating my BWC back into “Event 

Mode.” 

 

The interview concluded at 1436 hours.  
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Subject Officer Interview:  Officer Dave Serrano #6320  

 

On November 13, 2020, at 1007 hours, IA Detective Sergeant Quintos #5635 and I interviewed Officer 

David Serrano #6912 in the Internal Affairs interview room.  I asked Officer Serrano questions regarding 

his operation of his BWC, his conduct, and his relationship with  during the incident. POA 

Attorney Amy Margolies was present as Officer Serrano’s legal representative.  

 

The following is a transcription of the interview completed by www.nettranscripts.com.   (For exact and 

complete details of the interview, refer to the audio recording.)  I reviewed the audio interview and the 

transcription for accuracy. 

 

 

Sgt. Radtke: All right today’s date is Friday November 13 and the time is 1007 hours. I am Sergeant 

Tim Radtke, ID number 6554 and we are located in Internal Affairs interview room in 

San Diego Police Department Headquarters. In the room with me if you could Officer 

Serrano just state your name, rank, and ID number. 

 

Off. Serrano: David Serrano, POII #6912. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Perfect. And I advised you of your right to representation when we agreed to this 

interview. In the room with you is. 

 

Atty. Margolies: Amy Margolies, POA Attorney. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Thank you. Also in the room with me is Detective Sergeant Quintos. If you could just 

state your ID number please. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: 5635. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Perfect. All right before we get going Officer Serrano if you could just what’s your 

date of hire? 

 

Off. Serrano: Date of hire is 12 of 2013. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And division you’re currently assigned to? 

 

Off. Serrano: Telephonic Reporting Unit. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: And before that it was SOU though, correct? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 
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Sgt. Radtke: All right we’ll just put (unintelligible). Currently first watch hours? 

 

Off. Serrano: It’s second watch hours. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Oh okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah it’s under their umbrella. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay and when you were at SOU was that second watch hours? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: And then what race do you consider yourself? 

 

Off. Serrano: I am Hispanic. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Consider yourself male? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: How tall are you? 

 

Off. Serrano: 5’8” on a good day. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay how much do you think you weigh? 

 

Off. Serrano: I weigh 155. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: It’s a good weight. It’s a good weight... 

 

Off. Serrano: Manageable. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Yeah, I’m the same. Okay and then at the time of this incident, SOU, correct? Is where 

you were working? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay I’m just going and I’m going to read you the admonishment. At this time I’m 

going to question you about procedure violations. My questions during this interview 

concern administrative matters relating to the official business of the police 
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department. I’m not going to question you for the purpose of a criminal prosecution. In 

a criminal investigation you have the right to remain silent and not incriminate 

yourself. However since this is an administrative not a criminal investigation, your 

failure to answer my questions could be insubordination and result in discipline up to 

including termination. Any statements you make cannot be used against you in any 

criminal proceeding. Under penal code 832.7, a grand jury, attorney general’s office or 

district attorney’s office may have the right to obtain a copy of your statement to me 

during this interview. Your statements to me cannot be used against you by any agency 

in any criminal proceeding. You are required to answer my questions fully and 

truthfully. This requirement is set forth in section 9.4 and 9.29 of the San Diego Police 

Department policy manual. 9.4 obedience of lawful order policy. Members shall 

promptly obey any lawful orders of superiors. This includes orders relayed from a 

superior by someone of the same or lesser rank. 9.29 truthfulness policy. Members 

shall be truthful in all matters relating to their duties. Upon the order of a superior or 

any officer appointed by the chief of police to conduct an internal investigation and in 

accordance with the constitutional and contractual guarantees including the right to 

representation, members shall truthfully answer all questions specifically directed and 

narrowly related to the scope of employment and operations of the department. Refusal 

to answer my questions is in itself a violation of department policy and will subject you 

to disciplinary penalties. Do you understand what I’ve just explained to you? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Is there anything that prevents you or may prevent you from answering my questions 

fully and truthfully? 

 

Off. Serrano: No. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Do you have any questions concerning what I have just explained to you? 

 

Off. Serrano: No. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: I now order you to answer the following questions. I am also ordering you not to 

disclose anything we discuss during this interview or anything regarding this 

investigation with anyone other than your employee representative or legal counsel. 

Doing so would be insubordination and by itself could subject you to disciplinary 

action up to and including termination. 

 

Off. Serrano: Okay. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: All right. How long have you worked for the San Diego Police Department? 
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Off. Serrano: Seven years now, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay and how long have you been assigned to SOU? 

 

Off. Serrano: Two years. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: And can you describe in your own words essentially what SOU does, what its 

responsibilities essentially are? 

 

Off. Serrano: It’s a uniform detail that’s attached to the street gang unit. In addition to that they 

provide a uniform presence for specialized units such as robbery, homicide, SIU, CIU, 

narcotics, and any other investigative units. In addition to that, our primary role is to 

gain intel out in the field to provide assistance for any investigative follow-ups for 

detectives. And to that we provide a proactive to enforcement and make arrests. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: With all of or not limited to violent offenders. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Perfect. Okay. And were you working on March 27, 2020 and responded to event 

20030044563 at 500 Olvera Avenue and essentially where it ended at 500 Los Angeles 

Place? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. Did you review your report prior to coming here? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And I didn’t find any BWCs. Did you watch anybody else’s BWC before 

coming here? 

 

Off. Serrano: Just briefly with my attorney. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay whose BWC was that? 

 

Atty. Margolies: I think we watched... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Was it ? 
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Atty. Margolies: Yeah I think we watched about 20 seconds of . 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Atty. Margolies: And I believe less than five seconds max of... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ? 

 

Atty. Margolies:  . 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Atty. Margolies: And then real quick about your BWC though. They’re saying that they - that they 

didn’t find any. 

 

Off. Serrano: Which is odd because my BWC was actually on and it turned off when I had made 

contact with . 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: And it turned off. And so I had notated that in the report. I said that the BWC had 

turned off. And I categorized it and I can’t find it and I did time, I did date, I did under 

the incident number, I did under the cite number. And it’s nowhere to be found. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. I do have a line of questioning for that... 

 

Off. Serrano: Okay. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: when we get to it. So just tell me that again when we get to it... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: But I understand what you’re saying. 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Atty. Margolies: Because he actually reviewed it. 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah I - I... 

 

Atty. Margolies: Yeah. 
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Off. Serrano: In fact when I was doing the initial paperwork which was finalizing the incident 

number, I had been reviewing it and then I notated it in my report that it was like okay 

well it turned off and there’s nothing I can do... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Yeah. 

 

Off. Serrano:  about it. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: I think it’s like the last sentence in your report it says that it turned off... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: during the foot pursuit or... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: It says that or - okay. No worries, okay. Like I said I have some questions for that 

coming up. 

 

Off. Serrano: Okay. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: So just give me that answer when we get to that stuff. Okay. So you did say that you 

were working on March 27, 2020 and responded to the incident... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Correct? Okay how did this event basically come to fruition? How was it started? 

 

Off. Serrano: Myself and Officer , we were a two-man unit. We were conducting 

saturation in Lincoln Park Community, specifically in the 5000 block of Logan. There 

at the time - so there was some history over the course of that two-week period where 

we had a young man by the name of  who was an affiliate gang 

member with the 59 Brims which is an ally gang set with the Lincoln Park bloods, had 

been stabbed at 2 o’clock in the afternoon by a black male. And he was rushed to the 

hospital and unfortunately succumbed to his wounds. At that moment we then started 

receiving additional information from our detectives, informing us that there had been 

some concerns that it may have been a rival gang set that was responsible for the death. 

That rival gang set was Skyline Pirus and O’Farrell Banksters which is also an allied 

clique to East Lake Pira- oh I’m sorry Skyline Pirus. Their boundaries are more east of 

Southeast Division and the Skyline community including O’Farrell Park. In that two-
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week period we had a rash of shootings. We also were conducting surveillance on the 

memorial that was taking place at the 5000 block. With the assistance of SOU had 

conducted a traffic stop and had arrested three males possessing firearms that were 

intended to do a drive-by. All this was intel related so we were able to apprehend those 

suspects. In addition to that, southeast CST had two other stops that resulted in making 

arrests on a firearm, both subjects that were possessing the firearms and failure to 

yield. So it had been extremely busy and there had been some credible information that 

the rivalry between the two sets was going to continue to be ongoing and more 

bloodshed was going to be taking place in that community. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. So I understand all of that. How did this traffic stop get started then? 

 

Off. Serrano: So at the time Officer  and I, we were conducting saturation and we were 

somewhere in the vicinity of Division and Main. And Acting Detective  had 

informed us over the radio that two black males and two females were sitting in the 

back seat of a gray sedan were driving up and down 5000 Logan. At that point there 

was communication between two other uniformed officers attached to SOU which was 

Officer  and Officer . Those two officers were communicating 

with  and informing him hey yeah this probably needs to get stopped because 

they keep driving up and down. It’s of concern because there was a group of 

individuals at 5000 Logan. So the concern that there may have be a potential drive-by 

that was going to take place in front of us. Meanwhile we were monitoring both 

 and our primary channel so there was a lot of radio traffic kind of in and 

out. And so we were kind of making our way to 5000 Logan. And then at some point 

the car had evaded them and so they lost sight. And then eventually they spotted the car 

at Euclid and Imperial which is about two blocks just north of 5000 Logan. At that time 

they were still kind of coordinating in terms of whether they were going to stop the 

vehicle or not. At that point they said that they had saw two females exit the vehicle 

and then two black males drive off in an eastward direction. We were pretty far from it 

and so we kind of figured you know what we’ll let the other officers handle that traffic 

stop and kind of make our way to the females. And we turned eastbound on 

Churchward and then we were kind of in the vicinity and then suddenly we were 

informed that the car is on Olvera and it was like - it seemed like it was just right there 

at that moment. So we were not even prepared for the stop or anything like that. And 

Officer  and Officer  had say hey we’re going to be conducting a 

traffic stop at 5400 Olvera facing eastbound. At that point we were literally just behind 

them so I’m about to exit the vehicle, turn on my camera, and all of a sudden Officer 

 says, “Hey they’re taking off. They’re taking off.” And so I can hear the buzzing 

because there was a lot of chatter on the radio on both frequencies. And so I 

immediately hit my body camera with my fingers. And I looked in a northeast direction 

and I saw Officer  pursuing the driver as Officer  was pursuing the 



CONFIDENTIAL – DO NOT DUPLICATE 
Investigator’s Report 

Internal Investigation I.A. #2020-0367 

Page 51 

 

 

 

Reporting Officer: Timothy Radtke, Sergeant ID: 6554 Division Internal Affairs 

Approved by: Stephen Shebloski, Lieutenant Date of Report: February 11, 2021 
 

passenger. Officer  again jumped out the vehicle and pursued the passenger 

assisting Officer . 

 

Sgt. Radtke: So they were all pursuing on foot? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: At that point I ran out on foot. I saw the driver was a black male wearing a white tank 

top and blue and red pants jump the fence on the northwest corner of Olvera and I 

believe it was Trinidad, one of those streets. I think it was like 58  or 58  or 54  

Olvera. He hit the fence and then began running through the back yards in a 

westwardly direction. I immediately ran back into my car. I jumped in and I made my 

way to the west end of Olvera and Los Angeles to set up a perimeter. I jumped out the 

car again. It’s more of an autonomic response for me with BWC so I’m always hitting 

it just by muscle memory. I hit it again. I jump out. I’m at this point walking 

northbound on the 500 block of Los Angeles from Olvera. I’m standing there for 

approximately ten seconds. And I see the same male that I saw run from the vehicle 

jumping over a fence onto the street side and he’s approximately 50 feet or 75 feet 

from me. And he’s continuing to cross the street making his way westbound towards 

Los Angeles. I tell him to get down and he looks directly at me. And then to my 

surprise I was extremely shocked by it to see that it was a young man that I knew by 

the name of . 

 

Sgt. Radtke: And how do you know it was ? 

 

Off. Serrano: I can go into all that if you want me to or... 

 

Atty. Margolies: It’s fine. 

 

Off. Serrano: Okay. So  and I had met each other at a boxing gym called  

. The boxing gym itself kind of 

endorsees the idea to have police officers train with intercity kids that have some 

troubled pasts. And so it’s trying to collaborate and build the relationships among the 

community. I had participated that late in 2017 and continued on until about 2020. 

During that time is when I met . You know, much like a mentorship I kind 

of saw him as a son, cared about him deeply. I found out that he had gotten himself in 

some significant trouble. And I was communicating with his stepmom via text and 

coordinating times to talk to him which I had done, you know, trying to express my 

concerns about his direction and the way he was going. I was aware that he was 
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affiliated to the gang set O’Farrell Gangsters. And so ultimately I was just shocked to 

see that because my personal life and my professional life had crossed paths at that 

very moment. So it took me by surprise because I didn’t expect that. And so at that 

point I called his name. I said, “  get on the ground, get on the ground.” And he 

looked directly at me and his eyes were wide and open and he was shocked and he said 

- and I said, “It’s Coach David, it’s Coach David.” And he said, “I’m sorry, I’m sorry.” 

And he continued running westbound in a direction towards the back yard of a home 

off of Los Angeles. I continued pursuing him. I said, “Stop, you need to stop. Please 

stop.” And he said, “I’m sorry, I’m sorry,” as he’s continuing running. And at this 

point we run around the house and we go back street side onto Los Angeles in the 

middle of the roadway. I advance. I tackle him. He falls directly onto his back. I 

position myself by placing my right knee onto his stomach-chest area. I place my right 

hand onto his face and neck area just to control his body and posture. I then grab his 

right hand. I roll over to his stomach. I handcuff him. And then I go from there. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. Did you say anything to  while you were handcuffing him? 

 

Off. Serrano: I said, “Does this hurt?” And I said, “What are you doing?” And he was catching his 

breath and so he wasn’t responsive at that time. And so there was a K-9 unit that I later 

out found out that it was Officer  and two southeast CST officers that came to 

assist me. Officer  and Officer . I picked up  and when I picked 

him up, I immediately felt him give a push forward in a forward momentum which 

based off of his actions previous where I had told him to stop and he said, “I’m sorry,” 

but he continued to run so now the concern was that he was making his second attempt 

to evade me. So therefore my next course of action was to control him. And I didn’t 

want to put him on the ground because he was handcuffed. So the likeliness of him 

sustaining significant injury would have been highly probable. So therefore I was 

closer to the vehicle so it was a form of a vertical floor as it was taught by me in the 

academy to control him in the best course of way. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay let me ask you a couple quick questions. 

 

Off. Serrano: Mm-hm. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: We’re kind of getting ahead now. When he was on the ground did you pat him down at 

all or anything? 

 

Off. Serrano: I briefly put my hand across his back and then at that point that’s when Officer  

had arrived. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And then how did you pick up  from the ground or assist him to his feet? 
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Off. Serrano: I reached with my right hand and with my left hand, I grabbed the waistband and I 

lifted him up from the ground. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Oh okay. And is that essentially how we’re trained to pick a 10-16 up? 

 

Off. Serrano: It was clear that he was out of breath and he was trying to stay on the ground. So the 

best course of action was just to get him up from the ground because one it helps him 

expand his diaphragm and he’s able to breathe better. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. I can understand that but picking him up by his pants... 

 

Off. Serrano: It was... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ...is just what... 

 

Off. Serrano: ...the only... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ...I’m asking. 

 

Off. Serrano: ...option just because I didn’t want him to fall forward because he was handcuffed. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And then if you can describe basically, how are we trained to pick a 10-16 up? I 

know you stated that was your best option but how would we normally pick up a 10-

16? 

 

Off. Serrano: In most cooperative situations, we would allow them to sit up, bend a knee, and pick 

them up. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: But his actions dictated that otherwise because he had ran from me. And so my 

responsibility was to control . 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And you kind of were already hinting at it with the car being the vertical 

platform but when you initially picked him up, what was your initial course of where 

you were going to take him or what you’re going to do with him once you did get him 

to his feet? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah you know I didn’t know it was a K-9 car up until when I got there and I saw the 

cage but when he had made impact with the vehicle, he still was in a slouch position 
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and his head was down. So I placed my hand on the back of his neck too control him 

because it’s always been something that’s been talked down our throats in the academy 

and I came from southwestern academy and that was something that was said hey 

where the head goes, the body goes. It’s simple body mechanics. And so at that point 

my best course of action was to assure that he was not going to evade me and also to 

remain control and then escort him to the next patrol vehicle which was mine. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. So essentially when you pick him up, your course of action was essentially 

because he was falling forward to get him against something so you could control him? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: Because I felt him move forward and so you know after he had ran from me and I told 

him to stop and he continues, said I’m sorry and still ran, like due to the totality of the 

circumstances and the lack of cooperation from the get-go of him leaving the car, him 

running away from me, it was still I felt like at that moment he was making his second 

attempt. So it was my responsibility to retain custody of  at that moment. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. So because this is obviously kind of a big issue... 

 

Off. Serrano: Right. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ...we had a lot of things come into a factor, so what he ends up colliding into Officer 

 car, right, you are saying essentially you thought he was pulling away from 

you and he’s directed into the car? Is that what you’re saying is that was your means of 

controlling him from pulling away from you? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah it was the safest way for him not going to the ground and he was maybe 

approximately two to three feet from the vehicle. So the distance between him and the 

floor as opposed to the distance between him and the car were... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: ...much safer. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. So just too kind of eliminate anything else, did you feel as though he tripped at 

all in any means? 

 

Off. Serrano: I couldn’t see that because in the position in which I was, I was directly behind him, I 
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had my right hand on - in that part I don’t recall exactly - my body hand or my left 

hand was on his left bicep and I was trying to hold him up and I could feel him going 

forward and pulling me. And so I tried to do the best case scenario which was try to 

hold him up using the vehicle as a form of vertical floor. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Atty. Margolies: But you couldn’t see his legs... 

 

Off. Serrano: I couldn’t... 

 

Atty. Margolies: ...is what you’re saying? 

 

Off. Serrano: No I couldn’t see his legs because I was - and he’s much taller than me... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Mm-hm. 

 

Off. Serrano: And so I only saw his left shoulder and his head and then the feel of him pulling away 

from me. I wasn’t looking directly at his feet because my biggest responsibility was his 

upper body. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. At this point do you recall like where your hands were still on him while you 

were trying to control him? 

 

Off. Serrano: We had gone forward and that’s when my hand had moved over to the back of his neck 

and the upper part of his back. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And that was your right hand. Do you remember where your left hand was at all 

or? 

 

Off. Serrano: It was on his left shoulder or left inner bicep. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. So just so we can eliminate it or whatever, do you feel as though you pushed 

him into the car? 

 

Off. Serrano: I would not do that to him. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: No because even when I effect the arrest I did not strike him. I did not place him in a 

carotid restraint. I did nothing to indicate that I would put him in a position to succumb 
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to any injuries. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: That was not my course of action and my specific mindset was to control my 10-16 in 

the best way possible. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: And safest way possible. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Do you mind if I ask real quick? 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Yep. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: I just want to understand  already created that forward momentum. As he 

was going forward, you made the decision that you didn’t want him to go to the ground 

because of distance would have increased the force on him and maybe caused injury. 

So the next platform that you saw was the vehicle in itself. The motion that you’re 

describing, was that created by ? That forward motion? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: And then so then your role was to just direct where you would land? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes... 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: ...the safest way possible. It was a matter of split of a second, you know, and my mind 

is racing. You know I had just encountered the situation. It was, you know, the stress 

level was extremely high so but I still made the conscious mindset to yeah I still have 

the responsibility to ensure his safety and him not colliding to a hard asphalt rock floor 

and... 

 

Atty. Margolies: Face first. 

 

Off. Serrano: Face first so you know the distance between himself and I think he’s like 6-feet, maybe 

6’1”, he’s a pretty tall kid. So him falling from that distance to the ground at his own 
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forward momentum, his injury would have been astronomical. I mean he could have 

had lacerations, you know, facial fractures, something. But, you know, it all happened 

at that very moment where I was like no I can’t have him fall on the floor. I’m going to 

use the vehicle as the best and safest manner which is what we’re told, hey use 

something that’s a vertical wall to prevent potential or serious injury. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: And then that forward momentum, you said  was how tall? 

 

Off. Serrano: Approximately 6 feet to 6’1”. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: And how much do you think he weighed? 

 

Off. Serrano: Oh at least 175, 180. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Is that bigger than you? 

 

Off. Serrano: Oh most definitely. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: And could you with your own physical strength have pulled back? 

 

Off. Serrano: You know we were both going in that direction. And I didn’t anticipate him going and 

just based off of it, it would have prevented me from doing so because if I would have 

fallen back then I would have likely just pulled him down and then have gone in a 

different direction an fallen on the floor to the left-hand side of me. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Do you think physically you could have pulled him back? 

 

Off. Serrano: No just... 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: ...in the direction he was and the size difference would have been... 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: ...way different. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Thank you. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. So I know you stated this is the way you were taught in the southwestern 

academy but when  struck Officer  patrol vehicle, and you wrote in your 



CONFIDENTIAL – DO NOT DUPLICATE 
Investigator’s Report 

Internal Investigation I.A. #2020-0367 

Page 58 

 

 

 

Reporting Officer: Timothy Radtke, Sergeant ID: 6554 Division Internal Affairs 

Approved by: Stephen Shebloski, Lieutenant Date of Report: February 11, 2021 
 

report that you used your right hand to basically the upper part of  back and 

neck to control him, is that what southwestern has essentially taught you guys is that’s 

how you control somebody is by the back of their neck, upper part of their back? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah you know I attended the academy back in 2008 and the techniques that were 

applied and they really haven’t changed because they say hey you know it’s a rapid 

involving situation and your hand placement’s important and the safety of a prisoner is 

important as well but also to ensure officer safety is paramount, you know, place your 

hands in the safest way possible. And at the time the way he collided, I had placed my 

hand at the base of his neck and head and upper part of his back. And like I explained 

in the first part, we were always told where the head goes, the body goes or the body 

follows. And so I was, you know, trying to get him up in an upright position to posture 

up so I can continue escorting him to the patrol car. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And then when he essentially is on Officer  patrol vehicle, why do you 

end up telling him that you’re so disappointed in him? 

 

Off. Serrano: I was disappointed because I knew him from outside of work and the potential that we 

all saw in him and the conversations that we had, I was just hurt. You know at the end 

of the day, we’re police officers and we’re there to empathize with those that we come 

in contact on a day to day basis and I’m a firm believer of community relationships and 

you know, I’ve never cussed at any of my kids at the boxing gym. But the gravity of 

the situation was a lot worse than what he really understood because he wasn’t there to 

go offer an olive branch to these gang members that were on 5000 Logan. He was there 

because he was going to go ahead and commit a crime, a crime that would have 

resonated within the community by somebody being shot or worse being killed. And 

the ongoing violence would have just been even worse. I think our summer would have 

been a lot worse had that situation not been stopped. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay. Mr. Serrano how old was this kid when you met him? 

 

Off. Serrano: When I met him he was maybe 14 at the time. And I had kind of lost contact with him 

because unfortunately he had gotten shot in La Mesa. And he did approximately a year 

in juvenile hall. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: And this potential crime that could have happened at 5000 Logan, what were you 

afraid would have happened to this young man? Not the community, not the people 

standing there, what did you fear for this young man? 

 

Off. Serrano: His life would have been done. And I felt like if he was either the trigger man or 

simply the person that played a role in driving that trigger man to hurt somebody or kill 
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somebody, his life would have been pending imprisonment for the rest of his life. And 

you know at the end of the day, we all have a responsibility to care for our community. 

And you know I take it personal. I have a heart behind my badge and I feel for these 

young men. I myself grew up similar situation and so to me it was all or nothing and I 

wanted him to understand that I was truly hurt. And we had our heart to heart moment, 

you know, when he was in the back seat of my car. And I expressed, you know, he’s 

got a tremendous amount of potential and, you know, I didn’t want him to fail. And he 

knew what he did. You know? And I later found out that the passenger of that traffic 

stop was .  was arrested a month prior for possessing a firearm 

up in northern division. The  family is a well-known family within Skyline Pirus 

community. So and I was told that there was some items recovered from the vehicle. 

There was a couple of masks and then I was told that one of the fanny packs on  

 was open and that there was a likeness that there was a firearm. And I’ll get to 

that in a second when we have a chance. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. In your report you state I believe it’s after he hits the car and he’s getting up by 

you wrote that he postured up in your report. What’d you mean by that? 

 

Off. Serrano: Meaning he... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Where... 

 

Off. Serrano: ...went in an upright position. And so that was enough to give me the opportunity to 

now guide him and then escort him to the patrol vehicle. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: So him standing up? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Atty. Margolies: Sergeant Radtke do you mind if I give him a copy of his report? 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Yeah absolutely. 

 

Atty. Margolies: I don’t know that you need to read, I just want you to have it there... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Should he... 

 



CONFIDENTIAL – DO NOT DUPLICATE 
Investigator’s Report 

Internal Investigation I.A. #2020-0367 

Page 60 

 

 

 

Reporting Officer: Timothy Radtke, Sergeant ID: 6554 Division Internal Affairs 

Approved by: Stephen Shebloski, Lieutenant Date of Report: February 11, 2021 
 

Atty. Margolies: ...in case you have to refer to it. 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: I think (unintelligible)... 

 

Off. Serrano: (Unintelligible). 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ...paragraph here somewhere so. 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah so it’s. 

 

Sgt. Radtke:: Okay so then when he gets up or essentially and you start walking him away, your 

hand is still at the back of his neck. I don’t want to say you’re grasping but can you 

describe to me how your hand was? 

 

Off. Serrano: Actually I wasn’t actually on the neck. I was clinching the back of his shirt... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: ...just to maintain control. And my hand position is actually seen in the camera, me 

holding onto his shirt... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: And so as I was walking him, I was like you know what are you doing, you know you 

did wrong, you understand that, right? He just kept apologizing. He was like, “I’m 

sorry, sir. I’m sorry, coach. I’m sorry.” And I said, “You know what, don’t apologize, 

just think about what you’ve done. You know? Think about what’s going on.” 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And then I’m clearly getting the feeling that emotion is probably driving a lot of 

this contact at this point and stuff. But obviously I need to ask this stuff because this is 

the policy and procedure type stuff. But is that how you guys are trained to escort 10-

16 through the southwestern academy? Or was that a bit more of emotion driving that 

escort? 

 

Off. Serrano: It wasn’t emotion. It was just simply a control. And the best course you know at the 

same time, like I said, he’s much taller than me. So I have to control him the best way 

possible. And I wasn’t going to slunch him over because he was clearly exhausted from 

running from me. So, you know, in most cases we bend them over and then we escort 

them. But you know again the floor, he’s handcuffed and if he leans forward, the 
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likeliness of his sustaining some significant injury would have been there. So, you 

know, holding onto the shirt is ideal. And that’s always been something that’s been 

told to us in the academy. Hey, you know, sometimes things don’t always play in your 

favor. You know, we don’t have a controlled condition out in the field. So use what 

you have at that very moment. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. So you’re stating that was basically what you felt was the best way possible at 

that time. And then you’re saying your other hand was wrapped around his arm... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ...as you’re kind of escorting him... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ...I think that’s kind of basically what you showed your left arm was holding onto his... 

 

Off. Serrano: Correct. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ...his left arm and your right arm was holding onto the back of his shirt. 

 

Off. Serrano: Right. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Just real quick. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Yep, go for it. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: When you’re grasping the back of that shirt to control and maintain control on 

someone who’s taller than you, a good almost what, four inches taller than you? 

 

Off. Serrano: At least. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Is that a technique to position the prisoner for a position of advantage to get them to 

almost like slouch down... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: ...and crouch and get him into your height? 
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Off. Serrano: Not necessarily my height but just, you know, he was leaning forward so my best 

option was to hold onto the upper part of his body so that he wasn’t leaning forward or 

falling over. So you know we still have to bear mind the responsibility of his safety, so 

that was the best technique that was available at that time. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: And then it’s captured on other BWCs but as you’re walking  from Officer 

 car back to your car, it can be heard you yelling... 

 

Off. Serrano: Mm-hm. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ...yelling at him and cursing. Can you give an explanation as to why? 

 

Off. Serrano: You know like I said I’ve never cussed at any of my kids at the boxing gym. And this 

wasn’t me cussing at him to belittle him. This wasn’t me cussing at him to say he’s less 

than. It was not the case. It was more of you understand the gravity of the situation? 

This is not something to joke around. You still have your whole life ahead of you. I 

want you to understand that this situation could have been a lot worse and by no shape 

or form it was directed to him. It was my frustrations and my concerns for him that he 

could have lost the rest of his life. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay, I’m going to ask you this question. It might be a little bit tough because I 

understand there’s a lot of emotion into it. And basically from the way that it’s kind of 

captured and the way that it looks is I just hear a lot of cursing and yelling going on. 

Do you feel that you controlled your emotions at that time or do you think your 

emotions led you to the cussing and yelling? 

 

Off. Serrano: We’re human, you know, and I was upset but not in a way that would injure him or put 

him in a bad position to - yeah you know like I said being in that position and just the 

fact that I was like hey I don’t want you to get injured but you know I wanted him to 

understand that hey, you know, this is not a game. This is something that could have 

ruined your life. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Do you feel like your emotions were still in check at that point? 

 

Off. Serrano: I believe so because... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: ...even when I had escorted him to the car and I put him inside the car, I set him down. 
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You know you could tell I was upset, right, I was hey you’ve got to understand the 

situation. You ran from us. This is bad. You know, what you were intending to do was 

even worse. But it still didn’t change that I still had a job to do. I opened the door to 

my patrol vehicle. I placed him in the back seat. I didn’t shove him in the car. I didn’t 

try to hurt him. I didn’t do anything that would jeopardize his safety or potentially 

injure him. 

 

Atty. Margolies: Did he sustain any injuries throughout this contact? 

 

Off. Serrano: He did not sustain any injuries. There was no abrasions. There was no lacerations. 

There was no complaint of pain. He was just apologetic the entire time after the arrest 

had taken place. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: When Officer  caught up to you and he basically put his hand on you and tried 

to almost grab a hold of suspect , he tried to split you two up. Why didn’t you 

allow that to happen? Because essentially you told him, you know, get away, I got this. 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah I mean at that point I was fine. I was in control. You know at the end of the day 

it’s my prisoner. I bear responsibility for him. And so I was in the frame of mind to - 

hey let’s put him in the car. Let’s now focus on the investigation outside of that which 

is try to recover any firearms, try and recover and other evidence that would lead to, 

you know, the likeliness of him trying to shoot these individuals off of 5000 Logan. So 

my mindset was focus on let’s get the job at hand. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And you placed  inside of your patrol vehicle, correct? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: And you conducted a records check on  which eventually you found out that he 

was under high-risk probation? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes, sir. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Did you ever attempt to contact his probation officer? 

 

Off. Serrano: No we didn’t. Or actually no I did. I did try to. Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to. And 

DCU which is the probation officer desk, they weren’t able to do anything because we 

were literally in the midst of COVID. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And you know  personally... 
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Off. Serrano: I do. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ...obviously. So why did you end up writing  a citation? 

 

Off. Serrano: Again, the only option was because he had only been arrest for 148 and 12-5 that the 

charges were fairly small and so because of COVID we weren’t able to book  

 into custody. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And when you wrote a citation, why did you leave his date of birth and his age 

off of the citation? 

 

Off. Serrano: Oh that was just an error. I didn’t even realize that to be honest... 

 

Sgt. Radtke:: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: ...with you. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Do you guys want to see the citation? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah like I said I didn’t intend (unintelligible). 

 

Sgt. Radtke: (Unintelligible). 

 

Off. Serrano: No I know. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. So just an error? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah it was just an error on my end. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And do you realize that  was a juvenile at this time? 

 

Off. Serrano: I thought he was 18 at the time because he had told me that he was 18, you know, 

because I had said, you know, “Why aren’t you home?” He says, “I’m 18.” And the I 

said, “Well that still doesn’t change anything. You - when you’re at home, you’re 

doing better.” And then he kind of continued on with the conversation. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And do you know how we do handle juveniles? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Can you kind of give me a quick explanation as to your understanding of it? 
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Off. Serrano: Yeah with juveniles we notify their parents, inform them that we had made contact and 

give them a disposition of the case. And then we take their information so we can input 

it into the report. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Would you have contacted one of his parents to come pick him up? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Just really quickly while it’s on the top of my head, while you had him as a 10-16, did 

any of the detectives come and talk to him? 

 

Off. Serrano: Briefly, while I was standing there, Detective .. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: ...with the street gang unit, he had arrived and he had briefly talked to him. He said, 

“Hey  what are you doing?” And so initially  was a little disrespectful 

and I said, “Hey, , you got to knock it off, dude. You got to talk to him.” And 

then Detective  was like hey you know you got shot in , you know, you 

had a gun on you and you just did a year in juvenile. Like hey you got to stop. You 

know, time’s up. And then he said yeah you know I didn’t get shot. And there was this 

like more of a disagreement on  behalf. And then was like hey 

(unintelligible) so we’ve been - started talking about, you know, the direction of where 

 had ran and tried to coordinate a systematic search of trying to locate 

anything that may have been dumped. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Atty. Margolies: Because Detective  seemed to know who  was and at least understand 

what he had been going through in the last year whereas you kind of lost touch? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah he was more aware. So I didn’t know at the time that - I know he had gotten 

arrested but I didn’t know why he had gotten arrested. I know that he was in jail for a 

period of time but I didn’t know why. And it wasn’t until that moment that  had 

told me hey this... 

 

Atty. Margolies: And this... 

 

Off. Serrano: ...is why... 
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Atty. Margolies: ...is where like  and  were kind of going back and forth about the incident 

that landed him in juvie... 

 

Off. Serrano: Correct. 

 

Atty. Margolies: ...right? Yeah. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: What did you end up doing with the citation? 

 

Off. Serrano: Filled it out and then I dropped it into the records box. That’s where all our citations 

are submitted. I completed the narrative an my RIPA and everything else that followed 

with it and then that was it. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. After you ended up writing the citation, what did you end up doing with  

? 

 

Off. Serrano: So I was with  for about a good hour, maybe an hour 30. I was there for a while 

and we’re talking and I’m explaining to him, you know, the situation could have led a 

lot worse. And he apologized and I said, you know, “What are you doing? Where are 

you at right now? Are you staying with your , ?” And he had said no, 

you know, he’s kind of bouncing from couch to couch. And I said, “Okay.” I said, you 

know, “Are you working?” He said, “No.” I said, “Well let me see if I can try to help 

you get a job. I got some buddies that work at . Let me get your number.” And 

he gave me his number. And then as we’re talking, there was an older black lady that 

had stepped outside and it was at the corner of Los Angeles and Olvera on the north 

side. She came out and she was like, “Hey, what’s going on?” And I said, “Nothing 

ma’am, just talking to him.” And she said, “Okay.” And then she redirects her attention 

to  and she says, “You know this officer?” And he nods his head up and down. 

And she goes, “You better listen to this officer. He cares about you.” And I respond to 

him, you know, “More than you know, ma’am.” And she goes, “I’m glad you’re out 

here talking to this young man. We need more officers like you like that.” And I said, 

“I appreciate it ma’am, I’m just trying to do right for this young kid. He’s something 

special.” And she said, “I’m glad.” And she goes, “You better listen to him,” she tells 

. And he kind of nodded his head up and down. And then after the cite was done 

and everything, I gave him a hug, I told him I loved him. I said I’d call him and see 

what news I can give him regarding the job with , and that was the extent of our 

contact. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. Did you end up talking to Officer  and watching his BWC after the 

incident occurred? 
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Off. Serrano: It was brief, he had said, “Do you want to take a look?” And I was like, “Yeah just so I 

at least get an idea because my BWC had fallen on the floor.” And so I saw it and I 

said, “Okay fine.” There was no concern for it because what I felt and what I did felt 

like it was reasonable. It was the safest way and in no shape or form excessive. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. Did Officer  have a conversation with you at all about him telling you 

hey this looks bad? 

 

Off. Serrano: No he said, “Hey what’s going on?” And I said, “Hey I know this kid.” And he said, 

“Oh because we were kind of surprised when you told him you were disappointed in 

him.” And I said, “No I know him.” And he said, “Oh okay, that makes sense.” And 

that was it. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. Did you use Officer  BWC essentially to recollect your memory to 

assist you with writing your report? 

 

Off. Serrano: Briefly but like I had an idea because it was pretty new at the time of what had 

happened. So I’m pretty good about notating everything, which is why I said, “Hey he 

collided on the front panel of the vehicle, his head and shoulder.” There was no lies 

behind it... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Yeah. 

 

Off. Serrano: It was. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. So just so there’s nothing hiding here, your report looks just like my report. 

 

Off. Serrano: Right. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Why do you have no top sheet information? 

 

Off. Serrano: Oh, so face sheets are associated to the cite, so that’s why I used it. I just inputted the 

narrative. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Is that the - I left once NETrms kind of came on the field - is that generally the rule of 

thumb, the way that it goes? 
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Off. Serrano: I mean that’s how I’ve been doing it. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: It’s something that, you know, we were always told hey your cite is your face sheet and 

then your narrative, you know, so I said, “Okay cool.” 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: When you say face sheet, is this... 

 

Off. Serrano: The citation... 

 

Sgt. Quintos: ...pretty much... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah. Because it... 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Also it recognizes your arrest top sheet? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay. So when you open your report for an officer’s report only, to complete a 

narrative for the citation, whether it’s a misdemeanor, traffic citation or a misdemeanor 

crime, the template itself doesn’t ask you for that information... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah... 

 

Sgt. Quintos: ...up front (unintelligible)... 

 

Off. Serrano: And I tabbed over straight to the narrative and began typing because, like I said, I - I 

use this as my face sheet. So it was just - that’s something I have always done and I’ve 

never been called - it’s never been an issue. But yeah, that’s why. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Do you attach your narrative to this when you turn it in? 

 

Off. Serrano: The narrative is associated to the case number so... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Oh. 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah, so. 
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Sgt. Quintos: Is there a case number on this? 

 

Off. Serrano: No it’s (unintelligible) the cite number, I’m sorry... 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Is the cite number is... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah... 

 

Sgt. Quintos: ...on there. 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah the cite number is on there. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: So in order for a detective or someone to link these two together, they’d have to read 

your narrative? 

 

Off. Serrano: Right. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Right? So there’s not an event number or the case number on this citation. So I guess 

where I’m getting at is these two have to be linked together... 

 

Off. Serrano: Right. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: And they’re best linked if we put as much information as possible. 

 

Off. Serrano: Right. Yeah well my best information was the cite number. I mean it was inputted in 

the narrative portion of it, so... 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: And there’s documentation to show that there’s a nexus to this report. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay and your sergeant approved both of these? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. I couldn’t find a blue team either. Did you complete a blue team? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah we always do them. We have to do them. I mean in SOU we always do blue 

teams. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Do you remember doing one? 
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Off. Serrano: Yeah I remember I was tabbing through it that night of... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. Okay now I’m going to ask you a bunch of BWC. So obviously do you consider 

this to be an enforcement contact? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: And you were issued a BWC, correct? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And you were trained on how to use that BWC? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: And when to activate it into event mode? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: And an enforcement contact is a mandatory recording, correct? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And obviously in your report you wrote the last sentence is that basically it 

turned off during the foot pursuit. And you believe that to be accurate, correct? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. I did an audit on your BWC and I actually show that your camera was off during 

the time in which everyone else’s BWC that was recording... 

 

Off. Serrano: Mm-hm. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ...I used that time because this was all zulu times. 

 

Off. Serrano: I hear you. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: It’s based off the sky and stuff like that. So just looking for your reasoning and your 

explanation as to why you think that your camera was off... 
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Off. Serrano: Mm-hm. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: It goes off at... 

 

Off. Serrano: 5:39. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: ...5:39 and then it’s powered back on at 5:55. 

 

Off. Serrano: Okay. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: That’s basically right after the foot pursuit or during the foot pursuit. Do you have a 

reason as to maybe why it was off? 

 

Off. Serrano: No like I said I wasn’t even looking at it. You know, immediately hitting it and then I 

jumped out the car the first time... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Mm-hm. 

 

Off. Serrano: ...and then jumped back in and then hit it again and jumped back out and then began 

chasing him. That’s what’s weird is because I remember looking at it... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay, 

 

Off. Serrano: ...on my phone and seeing him run across on my phone from using the Axon app. So 

(unintelligible)... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Is it customary for you to do a hard shutoff after an incident by chance? 

 

Off. Serrano: I think the hard shutoff may have been the case when I tackled him, you know, because 

our BWCs do turn off like that from previous incidents that I’ve had. So like I said 

that’s something that I can’t control because it’s a mechanical thing. And the way the 

actual tab is positioned on the BWC, you know, it gets caught. It... 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: ...happens a lot. I’ve had a similar incident where I got in a foot chase and I hit the 

fence and the BWC had rolled off, you know what I mean, and I’ve had other incidents 

where a BWC hit the side of my head and I turned off the BWC. You know what I 

mean, so these things have happened in the past. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: I’m the first to admit the magnets are not always the strongest or the best. 
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Off. Serrano: Unfortunately. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay and you believe that you categorized the video and it was categorized correctly? 

 

Off. Serrano: I input in in my phone. That’s what - that’s the weird part because I was talking to 

Amy. I was like I know I seen it. That’s the weird part. 

 

Atty. Margolies: Because you have this image... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah. 

 

Atty. Margolies: ...from the way you describe it. 

 

Off. Serrano: I have the image of him running across on my screen on my phone, so that’s why I’m 

like I know I had it. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. I mean like I said I’m just looking for your explanation... 

 

Off. Serrano: No. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: So... 

 

Off. Serrano: Totally understandable. 

 

Sgt. Radtke:: Okay. So just so we can be perfectly clear here, your report is accurate to the best of 

your recollection then? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. Two questions left and just your honest opinion. Do you feel that you conducted 

yourself professionally during this call? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. And do you think that your actions could have brought the department in 

disrepute or, basically that word just means in bad light, from those that don’t know 

your relationship with ? So say the people in the houses as you were walking him 

or something like that or like that neighbor that came out, do you think any of that 

could have brought the department into bad light? 
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Off. Serrano: No. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: No? Okay. I don’t have any further questions. Do you? 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Just real quick, any mechanical issues with your BWC that you have to take it to OPS 

support or repairs or anything like that? 

 

Off. Serrano: My BWC had kind of like would not link to my phone occasionally and I would have 

to reset it. And then there would be some times where it wouldn’t - when I docked it, it 

wouldn’t take the charge. So I would have to like wait there for a period of time. But as 

far as the thing, it worked fine. You know I had no issues with it, so. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Have you had to take that BWC to OPS support to get it replaced or repaired? 

 

Off. Serrano: I’m trying to think. I think there was - I don’t know if that one’s a replacement because 

there was one time that I had to take my BWC. I don’t recall if it was prior or after, but 

yeah I cannot tell you for sure, unfortunately. But I know that there was some issues 

with my BWC and it was some of those errors. And then I don’t know if it was before 

or after that I had to take my BWC. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Okay. Is there something that you guys would like to get put on the record? 

 

Atty. Margolies: Well yes, just for a little bit of context with your relationship with . So 

you met him at a boxing studio that this program is kind of put on by - is it another law 

enforcement, like a border patrol person? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah so the head instructor is a border patrol agent with the K-9 unit. And he has gone 

- and I know him from outside of work and him and I crossed paths and he said hey 

I’m at this boxing gym, you know, I have these kids and maybe you can come by, you 

know, because we want to have more uniform presence for these kids so they can feel 

comfortable because the perception is that cops are bad in the neighborhood. And so 

we want to kind of give them that different look like hey they’re just like you, you 

know? We all laugh, we all cry, we all express our emotions the same way. We’re no 

different. 

 

Atty. Margolies: So that’s in about like 2017? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yes. 
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Atty. Margolies: So around 2017 when you meet , he hasn’t been fully indoctrinated in the gang 

yet? 

 

Off. Serrano: No. 

 

Atty. Margolies: Is that right? 

 

Off. Serrano: No in fact you could see the stages with him because when he was around, he was 

focused on training, fighting, and doing his thing. And that was another upsetting part 

is the kid had such a great boxing potential and I mean I’ve seen him firsthand beat up 

grown men at that age. I mean his hands were phenomenal. I mean he was a prize 

fighter. And so we all saw the potential and we all were trying to turn - and in those 

stages of contacting him and just having those conversations in the gym, talking and 

sitting down and what have you in between sets or whatever, we would talk and you 

would kind of hear the way he would talk. It would just be different. And that was 

something that I even called to his attention when we were talking in the back seat of 

the car because he would talk a certain way and I was like, you know, just street lingo. 

And I was like, “Hey dude, it’s me. You don’t got to be like that.” And it was like a 

light switch for him. It turned off and he was talking to me normal. And he started 

bringing  around to the gym. 

 

Atty. Margolies: To the boxing gym back in like 2017, 2018? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah 2018. 

 

Atty. Margolies: And by then though, you know that  is bad news? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah when he had told me I said oh what’s your name, because that’s when I met 

 and he had introduced me to . And I said, “Oh what’s your name?” And he 

said, “Oh my name’s .” And I was like, “Oh what’s your last name?” And I was 

like, “ .” And I was like, “Okay.” And then we would talk and  - I don’t 

know if - there was a point in our conversation one time when were talking and we 

were talking about neighborhoods and I was like, “Oh where’d you grow up, ?” 

Because I just wanted to kind of see what he would say. And he said, “I grew up in 

l.” And you could tell like it was a sense of pride, right? And I said, “Oh 

okay.” And I said, “So you know so-and-so,” you know, some of the guys that have 

grown up in the neighborhood. And he goes, “Oh yeah I know that’s,” you know, and 

then I mentioned his . And he goes, “Yeah, you know, it’s my  from, you 

know, a different .” And I said, “Okay.” And then you know I could see  

kind of slowly making that decision on going in that path. And then at one point he had 

gotten himself into some trouble with Chula Vista PD. There was an incident where 
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h had pulled a knife out on a kid and so a BOLO had came out with Chula Vista 

PD and there was a case for a 417, brandishing of a knife. And so I recognized it and I 

had called the detective. And I said, “I know this kid. This is his, you know, his 

’s information. This is where he goes to the boxing gym.” And they go okay. 

So they followed up and I didn’t bother to ask on what the disposition of the case was. 

And that was kind of like okay hey we’re not teeter-tottering on the idea of like he’s 

starting to do more violent crimes. And so we would talk to him and then he left for 

about a couple months. And then you could tell like he was just a different person. And 

so we were like hey dude like what’s going on? Why aren’t you coming around the 

gym? And so he kind of just hung his head low and didn’t really want to talk about it. 

 

Atty. Margolies: And without getting into it, is it safe to say that based on  upbringing 

and his relationship with his family, you saw some similarities with how you were 

brought up and have been with your family? 

 

Off. Serrano: Oh most definitely. 

 

Atty. Margolies: And was that part of the... 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah I mean... 

 

Atty. Margolies: ...relationship that formed back then? 

 

Off. Serrano: I mean  been in and out of prison. The only time I got to see  

, I worked in southeast and I would see  pushing a 

shopping cart. You know, I understood it. 

 

Atty. Margolies: When you were talking, fast-forward to the incident that we’re here to talk about, when 

you were in the back seat after the arrest had taken place and you’re speaking with 

, did you tell me that you even phoned the gym again? Did you do that? Am I 

making that up? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah I actually had called  and... 

 

Atty. Margolies: Who runs the gym. 

 

Off. Serrano: Who runs the gym. And I said, “Hey  I got  here.” And he said, “Oh man, 

can I talk to him?” I said, “Yeah.” And then I said, “Hey , coach wants to talk to 

you.” And then they had their conversation. And  had said, “Hey I’ll talk to your 

. I’ll let her know, you know, that you got caught up.” 
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Atty. Margolies: So kind of the reason I’m even asking any of these questions is I just want it to be 

known at any point in your contact from when you were chasing him to when you 

tackled him to the ground to when you picked him up to when you walked him over to 

your vehicle, at any point, was there ever an intent to hurt him? 

 

Off. Serrano: Absolutely... 

 

Atty. Margolies: Physically hurt him? 

 

Off. Serrano: No. 

 

Atty. Margolies: And at any point did you ever physically hurt him? 

 

Off. Serrano: No I didn’t. Once I tackled him down to the ground, that’s where it stopped and then 

after he pulled away from me and, you know, I had to control him. Like I still have a 

job to do. I have a responsibility to uphold the law and I did the best case scenario 

which was use that car as a vertical floor to prevent him from being injured from 

falling on the floor and striking his face. 

 

Atty. Margolies: And I know you said that you were upset. I think the word Sergeant Radtke used was 

emotional at times, were you ever so upset or so emotional that you felt like you 

couldn’t professionally perform your duties? 

 

Off. Serrano: No. 

 

Atty. Margolies: And looking back, do you think that you let your emotions effect the performance of 

your duties? 

 

Off. Serrano: No. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Officer can you tell me how often you saw  at the gym? 

 

Off. Serrano: I saw him maybe three times a week at the gym. 

 

Sgt. Quintos:: And how much time did the... 

 

Off. Serrano: It had been a span... 

 

Sgt. Quintos: ...training? 

 

Off. Serrano: Yeah that had been a span over maybe a year and a half. I was able to kind of have 
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some time outside of work and also I participated in the battle of the badges. So from 

there, you know, that opportunity was presented, you know, me having to talk with - 

have those talks with him. And I had other talks with other kids and stuff. And but 

 you know, we all saw the potential in him. You know? And that’s the worst part 

about it you know is he’s a good kid. And we all loved him. You know? We all took 

time out of our own day to ensure that he was okay and he was on the right track and I 

mean you could hear from  himself, he’ll tell you how much he felt about the kid, 

too. I mean we all had this tremendous like support that we thought we would be able 

to pull him away from that life. And unfortunately we had more of a resistance than we 

thought. Unfortunately, the streets consumed him and now, you know, I’ve found out 

that he caught himself in a pimping and pandering case that he had 417’d his  

in Spring Valley with a gun. So you know I’m hurt by it, you know, at the end of the 

day because I feel like we failed him. You know what I mean? At the end of the day, 

too, you know I feel like we had some responsibility to ensure that he was going to 

have some success in his life. And at the end of the day that’s what hurts. It does. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: When he first started at your gym, how tall was he? 

 

Off. Serrano: Oh man maybe like he was already my size, like 5-9. And he was already a tall kid. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Would you say, and I’m not a boxer, that he had a good reach extension? 

 

Off. Serrano: Oh yeah. Yeah I’ve sparred with him plenty of times. He’s left me black and blue. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: You’ve described him as good and sounds like he’s a good boxer for his age and has 

immense potential of reaching stars with this type of sport. What else made him good 

though? 

 

Off. Serrano: Put it this way, this young man had his third amateur boxing match. He fought a guy 

that was 16 and 0 and destroyed this guy, like just put him away. No questions asked. I 

mean it was like and everybody was like shocked by that. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay. 

 

Off. Serrano: And that’s what happens, I mean... 

 

Atty. Margolies: But I think that’s... 

 

Sgt. Quintos: That... 

 

Off. Serrano: Like... 
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Atty. Margolies: That’s a good question for someone who - I mean I don’t box, so what makes a good 

boxer? They can land punches really strong? Is there a discipline? Is there a balance? 

Like what makes someone a good boxer? What made him a good boxer? 

 

Off. Serrano: One, his athletic ability. You know just his overall size, his reach advantage that he 

had, he had long arms. You know, the ability to stay composed at such an early on 

stage in his fighting career and be able to fight somebody at that level, you know, 

because you know at that age we try to compare each other. These boxers, the safest 

way possible to ensure that one is not going to be better than the other by a huge 

significant distance and we try to kind of compare that we see them spar they’ll 

exchange and then we like okay they look like they compare, we can get them to fight 

together. In his situation, we were like all right this is pretty, it’s a pretty tough fight for 

him but we’re going to see how he does. And I mean he went flying colors without any 

issues and we were just like stunned. And you know honestly I believe that he could 

have been an Olympic hopeful. I mean we all saw it. There was no - I mean you talk to 

anybody at the gym, we all saw it. You know and he - we would have other officers 

spar with him and he was beating up the other officers. And they were all like Jesus 

like where’s this kid come from? You know and I’ve boxed many years. I’ve fought 

professionally in mixed martial arts, black belt in Jiu jitsu. You know so I understand 

that side and I know what I’m capable of and I know what I’m not capable of doing. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: Okay. Because I don’t know the kid but you have clearly described his athletic 

potential and his skill, I don’t dispute that this kid was good at boxing. But what 

outside of boxing made him a good kid? Because you also describe the influences that 

were in his life that shows some negativity... 

 

Off. Serrano: Right. 

 

Sgt. Quintos: ...and not the right decisions for this young man. What outside of boxing made him a 

good kid? 

 

Off. Serrano: You could tell he was trying, despite his circumstances. He grew up in . His  

was dealing with drugs. He came to San Diego because his  had just gotten out and 

he was trying to get his life back in order. And you could see that he was trying like 

despite his circumstances, he was like okay hey, these are the cards that I was dealt 

with. But at the same time, you know, he was respectful. You know, during our 

encounters, you know, I remember I brought up a story to him about his potential and 

the type of character he was. One specific, leaving the gym with my  because 

my  would go with me. You know,  would go, you know, and I was pretty 

open to my life outside of work, you know? They knew I was a cop but I have  
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I’m a human. And so  is with me and we’re leaving the gym. And I’m 

putting  in the  and I look over and  is running with  

 sweater. And he hands me it and I said, “Hey thanks kid,” you know, “Have 

a good night dude, I’ll see you tomorrow.” And I brought that up to him because I told 

him, I said, “Dude those are just the little qualities that you have as a good person. 

You’re not a bad person. You know, you just got dealt with a crappy card, you know? 

And but you’re playing it all wrong.” And he hung his head and, you know, but if out 

of all of this, if he could just change like maybe that moment was hey this is my 

opportunity to be like I brushed pretty close to law that could have imprisoned me for 

the rest of my life, I think it’s time for some change. And whether these incidents that 

happened after, you know, were a result of it, I have no idea. You know, at the end of 

the day, he’s 18 at this point. You know, he’s a grown man. And but you know we all 

saw he was a good character and he had the discipline and you could see that he was 

trying to put his best foot forward. It’s just unfortunate it wasn’t the case. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: Thank you. 

 

Atty. Margolies: Thank you. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: You guys have anything else? 

 

Atty. Margolies: No. 

 

Sgt. Radtke: All right. Let’s end this. It is 1116 hours. 

 

 

The transcript has been reviewed with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate transcription. 
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CONCLUSIONS: 

 

1. FORCE - SUSTAINED 

 

Officer Serrano used an unreasonable amount of force when executing the arrest of .  

 

On March 27, 2020, Special Operations Officer David Serrano #6912 and Officer  

) responded to assist Officer  and Officer ) conduct a 

traffic stop on a Buick Century occupied by the driver, , and the passenger, .  

 

During the execution of the traffic stop,  and , exited the Buick and ran.  Officers  and 

 chased after .  Officer  pursued  and Officer Serrano drove to the 

intersection of Los Angeles Place and Olvera Avenue.  

 

Officer Serrano witnessed  run along 500 Los Angeles Place.  Officer Serrano gave chase and was 

able to apprehend . Officer Serrano issued citation #  to  for violating 148(a)(1) PC 

(Resisting/Delaying an officer in the performance of their duty) and 12500(a) VC (Driving without a valid 

California Driver’s License). 

 

San Diego Police Department Procedure 1.04 Use of Force, Subsection V Procedure, dated 

February 28, 2020: 

 

A. Force, as defined above, may be used to effect an investigative detention or arrest; control a 

subject who is in lawful custody; prevent an escape; or, protect the officer, the subject, or another 

person from injury or death. Any time force is used, the officer shall apply a level of force that is 

reasonable for the situation. 

 

Officer Serrano wrote in his report that once he spotted  run toward Los Angeles Place, he gave 

verbal commands to  to stop.  Officer Serrano gave chase and  continued to defy Officer 

Serrano’s orders.  

 

San Diego Police Department Procedure 1.04 Use of Force, Subsection IV Definition, dated 

February 28, 2020: 

 

A. Active Resistance – Physically evasive movements to defeat an officer’s attempt at control, 

including bracing, tensing, running away or verbally signaling an intention to avoid or prevent 

being taken into or retained in custody. 
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San Diego Police Department Procedure 1.04 Use of Force, Subsection III Background, dated 

February 28, 2020: 

 

Penal Code 834a creates a duty to submit to an arrest by a peace officer. Penal Code 834a states, 

“If a person has knowledge, or by the exercise of reasonable care, should have knowledge, that 

he/she is being arrested by a peace officer, it is the duty of such person to refrain from using force 

or any weapon to resist such arrest.” 

 

Penal Code section 835a(b) authorizes an officer to use reasonable force to make a lawful arrest, 

prevent an escape, or to overcome resistance. Officers are not required to retreat or desist from 

their efforts by reason of resistance or threatened resistance of the person being arrested. The 

decision to use deadly force in response to a perceived imminent threat of death or serious bodily 

injury to the officer or another person is one of the most critical decisions an officer will ever be 

called upon to make. Only force that is reasonable to overcome resistance may be used to effect a 

detention or an arrest, or take a person meeting the requirements of Welfare and Institutions Code 

section 5150 into protective custody. Additionally, officers shall not use deadly force against a 

person based on the danger that person poses to themselves, if an objectively reasonable officer 

would believe the person does not pose an imminent threat of death or serious bodily injury to the 

peace officer or to another person. 

 

Penal Code 148(a)(1) makes it illegal to resist, delay, or obstruct an officer’s attempt to carry out 

his or her duties. Penal Code 148(a)(1) states, “Every person who willfully resists, delays, or 

obstructs any public officer, peace officer, or an emergency medical technician, as defined in 

Division 2.5 (commencing with Section 1797) of the Health and Safety Code, in the discharge of 

attempt to discharge any duty of his or her officer or employment, when no other punishment is 

prescribed, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by 

imprisonment in a county jail not to exceed one year, or by both that fine and imprisonment.” 

 

Assembly Bill 392 also addresses an officer’s decision making, leading up to their use of force, 

when given the time and opportunity to do so. When feasible, officers shall take reasonable steps 

in the pre-planning of responses to critical incidents, taking into consideration the need for 

additional officers, force options and other available resources. 

 

Officer Serrano wrote in his report he was able to close the distance and tackle  to the ground, thus 

preventing  from reaching for a potential weapon. Officer Serrano wrote  fell onto his back. 

Officer Serrano placed his right knee on chest and extended his right hand across  

neck/face to maintain control.  Officer Serrano then pulled  right arm and rolled him onto his 

stomach.  Officer Serrano placed  hands behind his back and handcuffed him.  Serrano wrote he 

lifted  up from the ground.   
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running and wanted to stay on the ground.  Officer Serrano also said this was the only option of getting 

 to his feet because he did not want  to fall forward while handcuffed.  Yet, Officer Serrano 

explained that in the most cooperative situations, officers would have prisoners sit up, bend a knee, and 

pick them up.   

 

However, Officer  BWC footage contradicted Officer Serrano’s statement because  was 

not resisting at this time.   may have been out of breath from running but he was not demonstrating 

passive or active resistant behavior.  The BWC footage clearly showed Officer Serrano did not give  

an opportunity to comply and get to his feet in the department trained manner. As Officer Serrano lifted 

, he told , “Fucking ass up dude,” as  was saying “Ahhh.”   

 

Officer  and Officer  BWC captured the way Officer Serrano lifted  up to his feet 

was likely a factor that caused  to fall forward as Officer Serrano escorted him towards Officer 

 police vehicle.  Officer and Officer  BWC both captured how  could not 

gain his balance due to Officer Serrano pulling his pants up so high that  left leg could not touch 

the ground.  This caused  to essentially hop on his right leg as Officer Serrano was pushing him 

forward.  Officer Serrano wrote in his report, and said in his interview, that  was pulling forward 

and he believed  was attempting to evade him for a second time.  This was clearly refuted in the 

officer’s BWC footage and more likely a result of the way Officer Serrano had lifted  and was 

moving him forward.  

 

Officer Serrano said during his interview that he used Officer  patrol vehicle as a vertical floor to 

keep  from falling to the ground and injuring himself.  The officers’ BWC footage captured  

face colliding onto the hood/front driver’s side fender of Officer  patrol.  The BWC footage does 

not definitively confirm or deny if Officer Serrano directly pushed  into Officer  patrol 

vehicle but it does show Officer Serrano did not make any attempts to stop or shelter  from striking 

his face against the patrol vehicle.   

 

Directly after  face struck the patrol vehicle, Officer Serrano did not tend to  or ask if he was 

okay but rather placed his right hand on the back of  neck and yelled at  about how he was 

disappointed in him.  Officer  BWC footage captured Officer Serrano push  head 

downward toward the hood of the car after expressing his disappointment in him (1:53 into Officer 

 BWC).   

 

Officer Serrano said during his interview that emotions were not involved and driving his conduct during 

this incident.  However, when asked directly about the manner in which he escorted  from Officer 

 patrol vehicle to his (with his right hand clasped to the back of  neck), Officer Serrano 

replied, “It was just simply a control.”  It can be seen on Officer  BWC footage that Officer 

Serrano has a grasp on the back of  neck as he proceeded to pull  off of Officer  

patrol vehicle.  Officer Serrano had his right thumb on the left side of  neck and his fingers were 

on the right side of neck.  Officer Serrano does not use his left hand to grasp  arm or assist 
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in escorting .  It was not until Officer  ran up to Officer Serrano and did Officer 

 BWC capture Officer Serrano grasping onto  shirt.  This view which looked entirely 

different than what was captured on Officer  BWC at the beginning of the escort.  Escorting a 

prisoner by the collar of their shirt or by the back of their neck is not a prisoner control technique trained 

by San Diego Police Department.      

 

Based on the totality of the circumstances, Officer Serrano failed to reassess the situation and make sound 

decisions after tackling and placing handcuffs on .  Officer Serrano did not provide any reasonable 

belief or specific or articulable facts to believe  was still attempting to flee after being handcuffed 

and controlled by him.  After Officer Serrano took  into custody he was no longer exhibiting active 

resistance behavior.  In fact, all BWC footage that captured this event showed that  was compliant 

the entire time despite how Officer Serrano used physical strength and unapproved prisoner control 

techniques on him.  In fact, if  wanted to attempt to flee, he easily could have pulled away as Officer 

Serrano was only holding onto  by grasping the back of his neck. Officer Serrano used an 

unreasonable level of force for this situation, which is a violation of San Diego Police Department 

Procedure 1.04 as cited in this allegation. Therefore, this allegation is SUSTAINED. 
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2. PROCEDURE - SUSTAINED 

 

Officer Serrano did not complete a Blue Team entry after using force to execute the arrest of .  

 

On March 27, 2020, Special Operations Officer David Serrano #6912 and Officer  

 responded to assist Officer  and Officer ) conduct a 

traffic stop on a Buick Century occupied by the driver, , and the passenger, .  

 

During the execution of the traffic stop,  and , exited the Buick and ran.  Officers  and 

 chased after .  Officer  pursued  and Officer Serrano drove to the 

intersection of Los Angeles Place and Olvera Avenue.  

 

Officer Serrano witnessed  run along 500 Los Angeles Place.  Officer Serrano gave chase and was 

able to apprehend . Officer Serrano issued citation #  to for violating 148(a)(1) PC 

(Resisting/Delaying an officer in the performance of their duty) and 12500(a) VC (Driving without a valid 

California Driver’s License). 

 

San Diego Police Department Procedure 1.04 Use of Force, Subsection VI. Reporting The Use of 

Force, dated February 28, 2020: 

 

VI. REPORTING THE USE OF FORCE 

 

A. Officers who use force shall ensure that detailed, accurate reports (arrest, detention, or ARJIS-

9) describing the force used and all the circumstances and facts surrounding the use of that 

force are prepared, including, but not limited to, factors listed in the Force Matrix section of 

this procedure. In addition, force effectiveness statistical data is also collected whenever 

force is used. To facilitate this, officers will complete a Use of Force, BlueTeam entry. 
 

As described in allegation #1, Officer Serrano used force when he tackled  to the ground to effect 

the arrest as documented in his report and as he stated in his interview.  Officer Serrano also used his 

physical strength to lift  from the ground to the standing position and then to forced  to walk 

forward toward Officer  patrol vehicle. Officer Serrano again used force when he pushed  

head downward by his neck after  face collided on Officer  patrol vehicle (as captured on 

Officer  BWC video). Officer Serrano also used physical strength when he used his right hand 

hold onto the back of  neck/collar to escort to his patrol vehicle. 

 

Officer Serrano said during the interview that he remembered tabbing through and filling out the blue 

team entry.  Officer Serrano said he always completes Blue Team entries.  Although Officer Serrano 

believed he may have completed a Blue Team entry there is no documentation to show one was 

completed in the Blue Team system.  Therefore, this allegation is SUSTAINED. 
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3. PROCEDURE – SUSTAINED 

 

Officer Serrano failed to activate his BWC during an enforcement contact.  

 

On March 27, 2020, Special Operations Officer David Serrano #6912 and Officer  

 responded to assist Officer  and Officer ) conduct a 

traffic stop on a Buick Century occupied by the driver, , and the passenger, .  

 

During the execution of the traffic stop,  and , exited the Buick and ran.  Officers  and 

 chased after .  Officer  pursued  and Officer Serrano drove to the 

intersection of Los Angeles Place and Olvera Avenue.  

 

Officer Serrano witnessed  run along 500 Los Angeles Place.  Officer Serrano gave chase and was 

able to apprehend . Officer Serrano issued citation #  to  for violating 148(a)(1) PC 

(Resisting/Delaying an officer in the performance of their duty) and 12500(a) VC (Driving without a valid 

California Driver’s License). 

 

San Diego Police Department Procedure 1.49 AXON Body Worn Camera, Subsection V Procedure, 

dated March 8, 2018: 

 

I. Mandated Recordings  

 

1. Enforcement Related Contacts 

 

a. All officers who are issued a BWC shall keep their BWC on Buffering Mode/Stand-by 

Mode while on duty, except during instances listed in this procedure under Prohibited 

Recordings. Keeping the BWC on Buffering/Stand-by Mode allows officers to capture 

pre-event recordings when the Event Mode is activated.  

 

b. Officers shall use the Event Mode to record enforcement related contacts. The Event 

Mode shall be activated prior to actual contact with the citizen, or as soon as safely 

possible thereafter, and continue recording until the contact is concluded or the contact 

transitions from an enforcement contact into intelligence gathering. 

 

c. Officers shall begin recording in the event mode while driving to a call that has the 

potential to involve an enforcement contact.  

 

d. Officers are strongly encouraged to inform citizens they are being recorded in an effort 

to de-escalate potential conflicts.  
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Officer Serrano said during his interview he was issued a BWC and was trained on how to, and when to, 

activate it into “Event Mode.”  Officer Serrano said he knows enforcement contacts are a mandatory 

recording and he considered this incident to be an enforcement contact.  

 

Officer Serrano initially said during his interview he felt it was odd (he had no BWC video of this event) 

because he believed his BWC was on and it may have turned off when he made contact with .  

Officer Serrano said he immediately hit the button on the BWC to start the recording when he first exited 

his patrol vehicle during the first time prior to the locating .  Officer Serrano said he hit the button 

again when he got back inside the patrol vehicle and then again before chasing .  Officer Serrano 

said he remembered watching his BWC video of  running across his phone on the  App.  

 

I asked Officer Serrano during the interview if he customarily does a “hard shutoff” after incidents.  

Officer Serrano said he thought the hard shutoff may have occurred when he tackled , because his 

BWC has accidentally been turned off that way during previous incidents.  Officer Serrano said that’s 

something that he can’t control because it’s a mechanical thing. He described the way the tab is positioned 

on the BWC and it often gets caught. He described similar incidents where he got in a foot chase, hit a 

fence, and the BWC rolled off.  He also described other incidents where his BWC hit the side of his head 

and turned off.  

 

Officer Serrano said he categorized the BWC in his phone because he has an image of watching his BWC 

footage on his phone and saw  running.  

 

Although, Officer Serrano believes he turned his BWC into “Event Mode” upon first attempting to make 

contact and again prior to the foot pursuit, the evidence does not corroborate that.  There is no 

“uncategorized” or “categorized” video in Officer Serrano’s  database.  There is no 

indication in the audit trail of Officer Serrano’s BWC to show he attempted to activate his BWC into 

“Event Mode.” In contrast the audit trail showed Officer Serrano’s BWC was, in fact, turned completely 

off during the time of the foot pursuit and powered back on near the completion of the incident.   

 

There is no evidence to confirm Officer Serrano’s belief that he turned his BWC into “Event Mode.”  

Rather it is apparent that Officer Serrano did not have a BWC recording of this event as required per 

Department Procedure 1.49.  Therefore, this allegation is SUSTAINED. 
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4. PROCEDURE - SUSTAINED 

 

Officer Serrano failed to follow procedures for juvenile arrestees during the arrest of .   

 

On March 27, 2020, Special Operations Officer David Serrano #6912 and Officer  

) responded to assist Officer  and Officer ) conduct a 

traffic stop on a Buick Century occupied by the driver, , and the passenger, .  

 

During the execution of the traffic stop,  and , exited the Buick and ran.  Officers  and 

 chased after .  Officer  pursued  and Officer Serrano drove to the 

intersection of Los Angeles Place and Olvera Avenue.  

 

Officer Serrano witnessed  run along 500 Los Angeles Place.  Officer Serrano gave chase and was 

able to apprehend . Officer Serrano issued citation #  to  for violating 148(a)(1) PC 

(Resisting/Delaying an officer in the performance of their duty) and 12500(a) VC (Driving without a valid 

California Driver’s License). 

 

San Diego Police Department Procedure 3.08 Juvenile Procedures, Subsection VII, dated October 

23, 2019: 

 

VII. INFRACTION OR MISDEMEANOR FIELD RELEASES 

  

A. Officers may “field release” a juvenile arrested for any infraction or misdemeanor if the 

juvenile can provide satisfactory evidence of personal identification and the juvenile is a 

resident of San Diego County.  

 

B. If the juvenile is not a resident of San Diego County, it is not likely he or she will return for 

court on an infraction or a misdemeanor; therefore, another disposition is appropriate.  

 

C. To release a juvenile in the field for a non-traffic related offense, a Juvenile Contact 

Report (ARJIS-8) must be completed. Officers must enter "Field Release" in the field 

disposition box of the JCR. The officer should contact the juvenile’s parent or guardian, 

advising them of the arrest before the end of shift. If the officer is unable to make 

contact, the appropriate area JST will do so later.  

 

D. When a school official calls an officer to a school campus to handle a juvenile, the officer must 

determine if the juvenile has violated the law or if the juvenile has violated a school policy. To 

maintain the credibility of the school officials and the Police Department, the officer should 

use discretion in determining the disposition of the juvenile. 

 



    
  

    
  

             
                

           
         

           

                   
                      

               
                    
                
                 

   

             
                

                
             

                

                 
               

                     
                  

   

                 
 

          

           









CONFIDENTIAL – DO NOT DUPLICATE 
Investigator’s Report 

Internal Investigation I.A. #2020-0367 

Page 104 

 

 

 

Reporting Officer: Timothy Radtke, Sergeant ID: 6554 Division Internal Affairs 

Approved by: Stephen Shebloski, Lieutenant Date of Report: February 11, 2021 
 

5. COURTESY - SUSTAINED 

 

Officer Serrano was discourteous to .   

 

On March 27, 2020, Special Operations Officer David Serrano #6912 and Officer  

) responded to assist Officer  and Officer ) conduct a 

traffic stop on a Buick Century occupied by the driver, , and the passenger, .  

 

During the execution of the traffic stop,  and , exited the Buick and ran.  Officers  and 

 chased after .  Officer  pursued  and Officer Serrano drove to the 

intersection of Los Angeles Place and Olvera Avenue.  

 

Officer Serrano witnessed  run along 500 Los Angeles Place.  Officer Serrano gave chase and was 

able to apprehend . Officer Serrano issued citation #  to  for violating 148(a)(1) PC 

(Resisting/Delaying an officer in the performance of their duty) and 12500(a) VC (Driving without a valid 

California Driver’s License). 

 

San Diego Police Department Policy 9.20 Courtesy Policy, Dated March 27, 2015, states:  

 

Members shall be courteous to all persons. Members shall be tactful in the performance of 

their duties, shall control their tempers, exercise the utmost patience and discretion, and 

shall not engage in argumentative discussion even in the face of extreme provocation. Except 

when necessary to establish control during a violent or dangerous situation, no member shall use 

coarse, profane or violent language. Members shall not use insolent language or gestures in the 

performance of his or her duties. Members shall not make derogatory comments about or 

express any prejudice concerning race, religion, politics, national origin, gender (to include gender 

identity and gender expression), sexual orientation, or similar personal characteristics.  

 

When Officer  first arrived to assist Officer Serrano with , Officer s BWC footage 

captured Officer Serrano lift  to his feet while saying, “Fucking ass up dude.”  Officer Serrano lifted 

 by grabbing a hold of  waistband and directly lifted  upward.  By Officer Serrano 

lifting  this way, it appeared  could not gain his balance and appeared to be falling forward as 

Officer Serrano was pushed him forward.  While this was occurring Officer Serrano continued to hold 

 pants high enough where it appeared  left foot could not touch the ground and he was 

essentially hopping on his right leg.   

 

Officer Serrano said during the interview that he used Officer  patrol vehicle as a vertical floor to 

keep  from falling to the ground and injuring himself.  The officers’ BWC footage captured  

face colliding onto the hood/front driver’s side fender of Officer  patrol vehicle.  Once this 

occurred, Officer Serrano simultaneously placed his right hand on the back of  neck and yelled at 

, “I’m so fucking disappointed in you, you have no idea.”  Officer  BWC footage captured 
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Officer Serrano then pushed  head downwards towards the hood of the car after expressing his 

disappointment. 

 

Officer Serrano said in his interview he told  he was disappointed in him because he knew  

personally. Officer Serrano said the gravity of the situation was a lot worse than what  truly 

understood.  Officer Serrano said he believed  was there (5000 Logan area) to commit a crime.  He 

further stated his belief that crime would have resonated within the community by somebody being shot 

or worse, killed.   

 

Officer  and Officer  BWC footage captured Officer Serrano escort h by only his 

right hand on the back of  neck. Officer  BWC captured Officer Serrano curse at  

(transcribed to the best of the audio capture), “What did I tell you? What did I tell you?… Fucking, wanna 

be that type of fucking kid… act stupid.”  Officer Serrano yelled this at  at a volume where it was 

picked up by Officer  BWC from approximately 30 to 40 yards away.  

 

Officer  ran to catch up to Officer Serrano and  to make sure they were “okay” and nothing 

escalated further.  Officer  said in his interview that he could tell the interaction between Officer 

Serrano and  was “odd.”  Officer  said he knows Officer Serrano and he expected him to act 

differently with the public.  Officer  said the BWC footage of Officer Serrano and  

interaction did not look good. 

 

Officer Serrano told Officer  to, “Get away, I got this,” when Officer  placed his hands 

between Officer Serrano and .  Officer Serrano placed in the back seat of his patrol vehicle.  

 

Officer Serrano said during his interview that his emotions were “in check” because he did not shove 

 into the back seat of his car, he did not injure , or do anything that would jeopardize s 

safety.  However, it’s clear by Officer Serrano’s actions that he did not control his temper or exercise the 

utmost patience during this incident.  In addition, he used profanity and cursed at when it was not 

necessary.  Therefore, this allegation is SUSTAINED.   
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OTHER FINDINGS: 

 

2. PROCEDURE - SUSTAINED 

 

Officer  violated Department Procedure 1.49, Section V, when he failed to activate his 

BWC during the enforcement contact.  
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The following is a scanned image of the audit trail for Officer  assigned BWC device . 
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OTHER FINDINGS: 

 

3. PROCEDURE - SUSTAINED 

 

Officer  violated Department Procedure 1.49, Section V, when he failed to activate his BWC 

during the enforcement contact.  
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Reporting Officer: Timothy Radtke, Sergeant ID: 6554 Division Internal Affairs 

Approved by: Stephen Shebloski, Lieutenant Date of Report: February 11, 2021 
 

DOCUMENTATION: 

 

The results of this investigation are based on the following items: 

 

1. Body Worn Camera footage from Officer , Officer , Officer , Officer 

, and Officer  

 

2. BWC Audits for Officer Serrano, Officer , Officer , Officer , Officer 

, Officer , and Officer  

 

3. Copies of  all reports completed under Event #E20030044563 

 

4. Audio Recordings for all officer and witnesses interviews.  

 

5. Calls for Service E20030044563. 

 

6. Copy of citation #Y  and # . 

 

7. Copy of District Attorney’s letter. 

 

8. ONS hits for . 

 

9. Officer  provided ODJ documents. 

 

10. Officer Serrano’s  screenshot. 

 

11. SOU lineup schedule for Mach 27, 2020. 

 

12. Southeastern Division CST schedule for March 27, 2020. 

 

13. Professional Standards Unit (PSU) Investigation. 

 

 

 

CONFIDENTIAL: THIS REPORT IS FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE CHIEF OF 

POLICE AND/OR CITY ATTORNEY. 

 

 















SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Communications Division 

Audio & Document Request Form 

Check the boxes for items being requested 

 

 

 

 

Date of Request: 6/6/2020            Division/Unit: PSU 

Requestor’s Name: Dan Higdon            Requestor’s Phone:  

Requested for: Investigation             Requestor’s Email:              
(if request is for other than the original requestor)            
                          Priority:   3                
                 (1=most urgent; 5=least urgent) 

 

Information needed to process the request 

SDPD Incident #(s): E20030044563 
(include cross-referenced incident #’s if needed) MAY BE ON  

Date & Time of Incident:3/27/2020, 1800 hrs 

Location of Incident:  5500 Olvera Ave. 

Final Typecode or Type of Incident:  unk 

Last name & ID of first officer assigned to Incident:  6912 SERRANO 

Suspect Name: 

Court Date: 

Additional Information (if needed, to specify the timeframe and/or details of your request): 

   

Audio:                                                                                         Printouts: 

    Phone calls (includes 911 calls)  □   Unit history or Officer’s Daily Journal (ODJ)                 

  X   Radio Transmissions   □   MCT messages 

For Internal Use Only 

  □ Received     □ Completed by:      Disc #: 

 







   
     

 
 

   

   

  

   
    

  
  

    
    

  
     

      

  
      

            
             

             
                

       

               
               

                   
                

            
        

            

 

  
   



 SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT  
  INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT  
   
DATE (occurrence): March 27, 2020 
  
TIME (occurrence): 1800 Hours 
  
LOCATION: 500 Los Angeles Place, San Diego, CA 
  
SUBJECT: Professional Standards Unit Investigation 2020-025 

Interview of Officer  
  
  

     
OFFICER:                                    

 

INVESTIGATION: 
 
On June 22, 2020, at approximately 0810 hours, Detective Rzucidlo and I interviewed K-9 
Officer  at the PSU Office.  Officer  was advised that he was a 
witness officer in a PSU investigation and he was not being ordered and is not obliged to speak 
with us.  Officer  understood and agreed to be interviewed regarding his interaction 
with Officer SERRANO on March 27, 2020.    The interview was digitally recorded and will be 
maintained by the Professional Standards Unit (PSU) Office.  The following is an “in essence” 
synopsis of the interview and is written in chronological order as Officer  provided 
during the interview.  This is not meant to be a word for word account of our conversation with 
Officer .  (For exact and complete details of the interview, refer to the audio 
recording)   
 
 

Working in the K-9 unit I routinely scan all the frequencies.  I choose to scan the 
” frequency because there is a good chance they will get involved in a 

foot pursuit or some type of active incident where my K-9 would be useful.  I was 
in the Southeastern area when I heard the SOU team had at least one or more people 
running from a car they had attempted to stop.   
 
I heard Officer SERRANO put out that he had one in custody in the 500 block of 
Los Angeles Place.  Based on what I could tell, Officer SERRANO didn’t appear 
he had anyone with him.  I decided to cover him.   
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Upon my arrival I saw that Officer SERRANO had one male one the ground.  
Officer SERRANO was either in the process of handcuffing the male or had just 
completed handcuffing the male.   
 
I exited my patrol vehicle and I recall picking up his BWC which was on the 
ground.  I either went to help Officer SERRANO lift the subject up to his feet, or 
he (Officer SERRANO) may have already been doing that.   
 
Once the male was on his feet, both Officer SERRANO and the subject made 
contact with the front of my patrol car.  Officer SERRANO picked him off my 
patrol car and they walked up the street.  Officer SERRANO was kinda yelling at 
the male and said he was “disappointed” in the male.   
 
I picked up some property and followed Officer SERRANO as he walked the male 
back to his patrol car.  I tried to take custody of the male from Officer SERRANO 
because Officer SERRANO was upset.  Officer SERRANO said he had the male 
and I noticed and felt that he had calmed down.  I figured it was better to let Officer 
SERRANO place the male in the patrol car than argue in the street.  
 
I handed the equipment which I grabbed from the ground back to Officer 
SERRANO.  I asked Officer SERRANO about the comment he made to the male.  
Officer SERRANO explained that he knew the male from working the Southeastern 
Division and participating in a youth boxing program sponsored by GIU “Gang 
Intervention Unit.”  Officer SERRANO said he was involved in this program 
somehow.  When Officer SERRANO explained this to me afterwards, I could see 
that he was disappointed in this kid because he was trying to help him.   
 
When Officer SERRANO stood the kid up I could see Officer SERRANO was 
upset with this kid.  I wasn’t hands-on during that incident. I couldn’t tell if he (the 
subject) tripped prior to making contact with my car.  I couldn’t feel what Officer 
SERRANO was feeling.  If it was a use-of-force it could have been the guy was 
pulling away from Officer SERRANO.  But, again, I don’t know what Officer 
SERRANO was feeling.  To me, it looked like he either tripped or moved towards 
the car or he tried to pull away from Officer SERRANO and it was a use-of-force.  
 
I also spoke with Officer SERRANO with regards to the use-of-force I observed.  I 
don’t know what Officer SERRANO was feeling there, but I know what it looked 
like on my BWC.  Again, I had a conversation with Officer SERRANO after the 
fact.  Why did this happen the way it had happened?  This is what it’s going to look 
like on my BWC. I showed Officer SERRANO my BWC and his contact with 

.  My plan is to document my BWC with the event number and check the 
appropriate boxes.  I wanted to get into his head to see his side of the incident and 
why it progressed to Officer SERRANO saying he was disappointed in the subject.  
That is when Officer SERRANO informed me of the boxing program.  I don’t recall 
exactly what Officer SERRANO told me if it was force or the kid tripped.  Again, 
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I wasn’t hands-on with the guy.  It looked like a use-of-force on my BWC.  I don’t 
think the kid hit the car hard at all, at least from what I could tell.  I didn’t see any 
physical injury from the impact.  I was more concerned on how it looked and the 
comments made regarding Officer SERRANO being disappointed in the young 
male.   
 
I don’t remember exactly what he told me if it was a use-of-force or the guy tripped, 
I think he mentioned something about the subject tripping towards the car.  I just 
know what it looked like on my BWC, I felt it looked like a use-of-force.   
 
I don’t remember exactly what conversation I had with Officer SERRANO but it 
was essentially the actions on my BWC doesn’t look good.  There may be a use-of-
force and you’re yelling at the guy.  Officer SERRANO explained himself by 
telling me he knows the subject.  Officer SERRANO explained to me that the 
subject tripped or he tripped, it wasn’t a use-of-force, one of them tripped.  He 
didn’t seemed concerned when I told him I was going to categorize my BWC.   
 
After our conversation, the SOU Team was looking for a possible firearm which 
may have been thrown by one of the males who ran from the car.  I left the area 
shortly thereafter.  
 
 

The interview concluded at 0830 hours.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Reporting Investigator: Sergeant Daniel Higdon   ID#  5057      Professional Standards Unit 
Approved by:                                                          ID#                Date of Report: June 23, 2020 
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I asked Officer  if that statement raised any flags.   
 
Officer SERRANO had worked the Crime Suppression Team so I assumed the guy was 
someone he had contact with over the years.   
 
Sgt. HIGDON asked Officer  if they heard the foot pursuit over the radio.   
 
I heard they were trying to make a traffic stop and I heard the foot bail.   
 
Sgt. HIGDON asked where Officer SERRANO and the subject were when they arrived on 
scene.   
 
The still image you showed me was basically the first thing I saw.  He already had the 
guy on the ground.   
 
Sgt. HIGDON asked Officer  what he saw after Officer SERRANO stood the 
subject up. 
   
I saw Officer SERRANO pull the 10-16 toward wherever he was going.  I didn’t know 
the nature of it but it looked like the 10-16 lost his balance and he took him off from 
there.   
 
Sgt. HIGDON asked Officer  if he remembered Officer SERRANO saying he 
was disappointed in the subject or if that was something they talked about later.   
 
I remembered hearing that.  I had talked to Officer SERRANO about it a few days later.  
I wanted to make sure that he was ok because I didn’t know the previous interactions so I 
reached out to him.  I didn’t know the nature of why he was saying that he was 
disappointed in someone as he was taking them into custody.  That triggered me to check 
on him.  He told me that he was doing good and told me about the previous interactions.  
Officer SERRANO said he used to box with him at a local gym and he was trying to keep 
him out of trouble.  I don’t know what kind of program it was but it seemed like Officer 
SERRANO was trying to mentor him.     
 

We ended the interview at 1238 hours.  
 

 
 
 

Reporting Investigator: Detective J. Rzucidlo       ID# 6450      Professional Standards Unit 

Approved by:     Sgt, Dan Higdon                         ID#   5057      Date of Report:  06/24/2020 
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Immediately after activating my overhead lights, I attempted to activate my body-worn camera, but did not notice until after the 
incident had concluded that it never activated. 
 
Approved by:   
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I asked Officer  if he heard Officer SERRANO make any statements to the 
prisoner.   
 
I heard him say something that he was disappointed in the subject.   
 
I asked Officer S  if he knew what Officer SERRANO meant by that.   
 
Not at the time.  I talked to Officer  about it and he apparently talked to Officer 
SERRANO and found out who that suspect was to Officer SERRANO.  Officer 
SERRANO had been a mentor to the subject.  He was a young male that had been having 
trouble with the law and getting arrested.  Officer SERRANO was attempting to mentor 
him through boxing and mixed martial arts.  That was the only backstory I got.   
 
I asked Officer  if he witnessed anything inappropriate or out of line.  
 
No.  Not at all.   
 
I asked Officer  if he witnessed the subject come into contact with a patrol car as 
Officer SERRANO was assisting him.  
 
No.  I don’t remember seeing that.   
 
I asked Officer  if he viewed anyone body worn camera footage from the 
incident or they spoke about it.   
 
No.   
 
Sgt. HIGDON asked Officer  where he was when he heard Officer SERRANO 
say that he was disappointed.   
 
It’s hard to say.  I don’t remember the incident clearly enough.  I believe I was on the 
other side of our car the entire time.  I could be wrong.  I remember hearing the statement 
made by Officer SERRANO. 
 
Sgt. HIGDON asked Officer  if he heard a collision between the subject and the 
K9 vehicle.   
 
I don’t remember that.  
 

We ended the interview at 1224 hours.  
 
 
 

Reporting Investigator: Detective J. Rzucidlo       ID# 6450      Professional Standards Unit 

Approved by:     Sgt, Dan Higdon                         ID#   5057      Date of Report:  06/24/2020 
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A RIPA data entry was completed for this incident. 
 
Approved by:   




